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Victory  Over  Deaih 
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Avg. 

ii. 
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.  7. 
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14. 
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Titus  iii.  1-9. 

Blatt.  xxii.  21. 
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LESSON  IX. -AUG 

.  31 

-PRACTICAL  RELIGION. 

Col.  iii.  1C-25 

Gol 

dln  Text, — Col.  iii.  23. 

Hi,  Let  -dje  word  of  Christ  dwell  in  you 
rir'lii  irl!  wisdom  ;  teaching  and  admonish¬ 
ing  one  another  in  psalms  and  hymns  and  spirit¬ 
ual  songs,  singing  with  grace  in  your  hearts  to 
I  lie  Lord. 

17  And  whatsoever  ye  do  in  word  or  deed, 
do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Je'sus,  giving 
Luniks  to  God  and  the  Father  by  him. 

18  Wives,  submit  yourselves  unto  your  own 
husbands,  as  it  is  fit  in  the  Lord. 

19  Husbands,  love  your  wives,  and  be  not 
bitter  against  them. 

20  Children,  obey  your  parents  in  all 
things  :  for  this  is  wellpleasing  unto  the  Lord. 

GCLDEN  TEXT. — And  whatsoever 
unto  men.  Col.  iii.  23. 


21  Fathers,  provoke  not  your  childreu  to 
anger ,  lest  they  be  discouraged. 

22  Servants,  obey  in  all  tilings  your  master 
according  to  the  flesh;  not  with  eye-service,  as 
men-pleasers  ;  but  in  singleness  of  heart,  fear¬ 
ing  God : 

23  And  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  it  heartily, 
as  to  the  Lord,  and  not  unto  men ; 

24  Knowing  that  of  the  Lord  ye  shall  re¬ 
ceive  the  inheritance:  for  ye  serve  the  Lord 
Christ. 

25  But  he  that  aoeth  wrong  shall  receive 
for  the  wrong  which  lie  hath  done  :  and  theie 
is  no  respect  of  persons. 


ye  do,  do  it  heartily,  as  to  the  Lord,  and  not 


PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 


1(1  Let  the  doctrine  which  Christ  spake, 
and  which  he  inspired  his  apostles  to  speak, 
be  often , recollected  by  you  ;  and  with  the 
greatest  prudence  teach  and  admonish  each 
other,  by  theFsalmsof  David,  and  the  other 
hymns  recorded  in  Scripture,  and  by  such 


songs  as  yourselves  or  others  have  uttered 
by  inspiration  of  the  Spirit ;  singing  them 
with  true  devotion  in  your  hearts  to  God. 

17  And  whatever  ye  speak  or  do,  do  all 
agreeably  to  the  character  and  will  of  the 
Lord  Jesus.  And  instead  of  the  tbanksgiy- 
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ings  which  the  votaries  of  Bacchus  offer  to 
him,  as  the  giver  of  good  thin  as  to  men, 
give  ye  thanks  to  God,  even  the  real  Father, 
from  whom  ail  good  things  come  ;  and  do 
so,  not  through  the  mediation  of  angels’ 
but  through  the  mediation  of  Christ. 

18  As  to  relative  duties,  my  command 
is,  Wives,  be  obedient  to  your  own  hus¬ 
bands,  whether  they  be  Christians  or  heath 
ens,  as  it  is  fit  ou  account  of  your  professed 
subjection  to  the  Lord,  and  as  frr  as  is  con¬ 
sistent  with  your  superior  obligation  to 
Iiim. 

19  On  the  other  hand,  Husbands,  treat 
your  wives  with  kindness,  and  do  not  use 
bitterness  when  ye  reprove  them,  lest  it 
estrange  their  affection  from  you,  and  make 
them  negligent  of  their  duty. 

20  Chi'dren,  while  ye  are  in  your  par¬ 
ent’s  family,  and  depend  on  them,  be  obe¬ 
dient  to  them  in  all  things  relating  to  your 
education,  and  to  your  deportment  ;  for 
this  is  well-pleasing  to  Christ. 

21  Fathers,  do  not  exasperate  your  chil¬ 
dren  by  harsh  commands,  or  by  rebuking 
and  chastising  them  more  severely,  and 
moie  frequently,  than  tlieir  faults  deserve, 
lest  they  be  discouraged. 


23  Servants,  obey  in  all  things  not  sin¬ 
ful,  your  masters  according  to  the  flesh, 
whether  they  be  heathens  or  Christians, 
serving  them  well,  not  only  when  their  eye 
is  on  you,  as  men-pleasers  do,  but  also  in 
tlieir  absence,  from  the  rectitude  of  your 
own  disposition,  as  fearing  Gorl,  v/hose  eye 
is  always  on  you. 

23  And  whatever  service  ye  perform, 
whether  it  be  easy  or  burdensome,  work  it 
from  the  soul,  cheerfully  and  faithfully,  as 
working  to  the  Lord  Christ,  whom  ye  can¬ 
not  deceive,  and  not  to  men  only  ; 

24  Knowing  that  from  the  Lord  ye  shall 
receive,  for  your  faithful  services,  the  rec¬ 
ompense  of  the  inheritance  of  heaven,  (chap, 
i.  12  ) ;  an  inheritance  infinitely  better  than 
those  which  your  lords  possess  :  For  in  be¬ 
ing  faithful  to  them,  ye  serve  the  Lord 
Christ. 

25  But  he  who  doth  unjustly,  either 
as  a  servant,  by  neglecting  his  master’s 
work,  or  as  a  master,  by  being  harsh  to  his 
servant  in  bis  requisitions  and  in  his  chas¬ 
tisements,  shall  receive  punishment  for 
every  act  of  injustice  and  cruelty  be  hath 
committed  :  For  at  the  judgment  there  is 
no  regard  had  to  the  station  of  persons, 


LESSON  STORY. 


Last  week  we  learned  about  The  Mind 
Op  Christ  :  that  instead  of  being  proud  of 
our  own  goodness  or  our  own  victories,  we 
should  remember  that  all  our  strength  is 
from  God  and  should  he  humble  minded, 
obedient  and  self  denying,  always  seeking 
to  do  good  to  others. 

Our  lesson  to-day  is  called  Practical 
Relioion,  and  points  us  to  some  of  the 
plain  duties  which  we  must  practice  in  our 
every  day  life.  It  begins  by  saying  (verse 
16):  “Let  the  word  of  Christ  dwell  in  you 
richly  in  all  wisdom.”  Surely  if  we  wish 
to  have  the  mind  of  Christ,  we  will  need 
the  word  of  Christ  in  us.  And  we  want  it 
richly  (it  is  better  than  all  other  riches) 
and  in  all  wisdom  (for  there  is  no  earthly 
wisdom  like  this),  and  this  will  help  us  to 


teach  each  other,  and  will  fill  our  hearts 
with  songs  of  joy  to  the  Lord.  Then  verse 
17  sa.ys,  all  we  do  in  word  or  deed,  should 
be  in  Jesus’  name  (that  is  in  his  sight,  and 
for  his  sake),  giving  thanks  to  God  our 
heavenly  Father.  Verses  18  to  21  teach 
the  duties  which  God  expects  of  us  in  our 
home  life  :  Kindness  and  love  between  hus¬ 
bands  and  wives  and  parents  and  children, 
and  of  the  obedience  which  children  must 
show  to  parents  if  they  wish  to  please  God- 
So  we  might  divide  the  lesson  into  two 
parts  ;  verses  16  and  17  teaching  our  duty 
in  the  church,  and  verses  18  to  21,  our  duty 
in  the  home  ;  and  the  Golden  Text  shows 
us  that  everything  should  be  done  heartily 
(from  the  heart)  and  to  please  the  Lord? 
instead  of  men. — Jacobs. 
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BLACKBOARD  EXERCISES. 


To  serve  God  in  an  acceptable  way  we 
must  have  the  word  of  God  in  our  hearts. 
Let  our  prayers  aud  our  songs  come  from 
the  heart.  Let  us  not  be  mere  men- 
pleasers,  but  remember  that  God’s  eye 
watches  ovei  us.  He  sees  all  we  do,  and 
knows  whether  we  do  it  in  the  name  of 
our  Lord  Jesus. — C.  F.  Lirdig. 


LESSON  HYMN. 

1.  Do  we  love  our  gentle  Savior  ? 

We  must  labor  while  ’tis  day  ; 

Work  for  Jo -us,  work  for  Jesus, 

Till  the  sunlight  fades  away 
Bird  and  bee,  and  sparkling  fountain. 
Each  their  cheerful  wo.  k  pursue  ; 

O  bow  pleasant  t"  remember. 

There  is  something  we  can  do. 

2.  We  can  drop  a  word  of  kindness. 

And  perhaps  the  word  maybe 
Like  an  acorn  by  the  way-side, 
Growing  up  a  stately  tree  ; 

Wretched  hours  of  want  and  sorrow. 
When  our  tearful  eyes  behold, 

We  can  bring  the  helpless  children. 

To  our  Savior’s  precious  fold. 


EXPLAN ATOR V  N OTES. 


16.  The  word  of  Christ.  The  Gospel, 
the  doctiines  of  Christ  in  the  Old  and  New 
Testament,-,  as  the  n  eans  whereby  the  peace 
of  God  can  be  obtained. 

Dwell  in  you.  Not  only  in  your  church 
and  in  your  bouses,  but  also  in  your  hearts. 

In  all  wisdom.  Use  the  word  of  Christ 
in  such  a  way  as  to  learn  the  true  wisdom 
out  of  it. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  all  Chiis- 
tian  exhortation  ar,d  conversation  should  be 
in  wisdom  :  for  errors  and  follies  here  may 
do  great  harm,  aud  even  shipwreck  the 
soul. — P. 

Teaching  and  admonishing.  Do  this  with 
sine  re  seb-e  amination,  according  to  the 
word  of  God. 

The  positive  and  negative  side  <>f  instruc¬ 
tion.  “Teachiug”  in  the  faith ;  ‘admon¬ 
ishing,”  reproving,  warning  to  repent. 

One  another.  Generally  and  mutually, 


and  as  a  proof  of  their  rich  possession  of 
the  word  of  Christ. — Meter. 

Psalms  The  Old  Testament  Psalms. 
The  book  of  Psalms  was  the  hymn-book  of 
the  Jews.  Their  singing  was  usually  ac¬ 
companied  by  an  instrument. 

Hymns.  Christian  hyrnos. 

Spiritual  songs  Poetic  productions,  the 
result  of  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Singing  took  a  large  place  in  the  early 
Christian  worship  ;  but  the  apostle  here  re¬ 
fers  to  all  the  intercourse  of  Christians,  in 
social  assemblies,  in  the  family,  and  not  in 
the  public  service  alone. 

At  the  love-feasts,  after  the  water  had 
been  furnished  for  the  hands,  and  the  lights 
had  been  lighted,  according  as  any  had  the 
power,  whether  by  remembrance  or  of 
Scripture,  or  by  his  power  of  composition^ 
he  used  to  be  invited  to  sing  praises  to  God 
for  the  common  good. — Tertullian . 
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With  grace  in  your  hearts.  The  element 
in  which  your  singing  is  to  be,  “the  grace” 
of  the  indwelling  Holy  Spirit. 

This  clause  expresses  the  seat  and  source 
of  true  Psalmody,  whether  in  private  or 
public,  namely,  the  heart,  as  well  as  the 
voice.  With  grace  in  your  hearts  ;  rather, 
Singing  in  your  hearts. — J.  P.  anti  B. 

This  is  the  essential,  primary  condition 
of  all  choirs  and  public  singers  in  church) 
as  well  as  our  singing  at  home.  Those  who 
cannot  sing  to  the  Lord,  and  with  grace  in 
their  hearts,  should  never  lead  Christian 
worship  in  church. — P. 

To  the  Lord.  Teaching  and  admonishing 
in  Psalms  and  hymns,  dealt  with  their  in¬ 
tercourse  with  one  another,  giving  thanks, 
On  the  other  hand,  deals  with  their  own 
private  intercourse  with  God. — Alford. 

17  Whatsoever  ye  do  in  word,  and  deed • 
In  your  conduct  towards  God  and  man, 
whether  it  be  in  thought,  word  or  actions. 

Do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  his  command,  in  compliance  with  his 
will,  in  reliance  on  his  merits,  to  his  honor, 
invoking  his  help,  and  in  filial  trust  in  his 
promises. — Starke. 

Giving  thanks  to  God,  from  whom  all  good 
and  perfect  gilts  do  come. 

By  him. .  That  is,  by  or  through  Christ, 
the  Mediator  between  God  and  man,  who 
through  his  merits  makes  our  thanks  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  God. 

The  first  human  motive  in  the  Christian 
life  is  gratitude  for  redemption,  and  it  does 
not  lose  its  power  as  we  feel  more  and  more 
how  great  a  redeemer  the  Lord  Jesus  is. 

This  is  the  manner  in  which  all  is  done  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  namely  by  liv¬ 
ing  a  life  of  constant  gratitude  to  God  the 
Father.  Such  gratitude  is  “through  him,” 
since  what  lie  is  and  has  done  as  our  Re¬ 
deemer  not,  only  makes  us  grateful,  hut 
gives  us  a  mediator  for  the  expression  of 
our  thanksgiving. 

18.  Wives  submit  yourselves.  Yield  your 
own  will  and  wishes.  It  is  the  self-sacri¬ 
ficing,  willing  submission,  which  is  prompted 
by  deep  love. 

Compare  the  similar  exhortation  with  the 
liasis  of  it  in  Eph.  v.  22-24  :  “The  husband 
is  the  head  of  the  wife,  even  as  Christ  is  the 
head  of  the  church.” 

The  Bible  everywhere  recognizes  the  re¬ 


lation  as  of  this  character,  from  Gen.  ii„ 
18-24  to  Rev.  xxii.  17. 

It  is  not  social  tyranny,  hut  God’s  gracious 
design,  that  makes  it  so.  Hence  the  sub¬ 
mission  is  to  be  a  loving  one,  with  Christian 
motive. 

It  is  tempting  Providence  for  a  woman  to 
marry  a  man  to  whom  she  cannot  look  up. 
This  headship  of  the  husband  is  recognized 
in  the  ideals  of  the  most  gifted  women. 

Tour  own  husbands.  The  word  husband, 
means  “house-band,”  one  that  hinds  the 
house  or  family  together. 

The  thought  that  the  husband  binds  to¬ 
gether  the  household,  was  put  into  the  very 
name  by  our  ancestors.  Without  this  unity 
of  the  family,  Christianity  cannot  exist,  civ¬ 
ilization  cannot  long  exist. 

As  it  is  fit  in  the  Lord  This  means  r  as 
should  he  the  case,  in  consequence  of  the 
fellowship  with  Jesus  Christ.  The  house¬ 
hold  life  is  also  to  he  “iri  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,”  and  a  life  of  thanksgiving 
through  Christ. 

In  consequence  of  this  Christian  aspect  of 
the  wife’s  duty,  woman  has  been  greatly 
elevated  by  Christianity.  When  those  thus 
elevated  oppose  the  gospel  because  it  assigns 
duties  as  well  as  rights  to  woman,  they  are 
only  furthering  a  return  to  the  tyranny  of 
heathen  times  — Riddde. 

19.  Husbands,  love  your  toives.  “Even 
as  Christ  also  loved  the  church,  and  gave 
himself  for  it”  Eph.  v.  25. 

This  example  and  motive  put  a  transform- 
ing  power  inco  the  corrupt  social  life  of  the 
first  century.  The  love  commanded  is 
more  than  the  fancy  or  passion  of  youth. 

Do  you  wrsh  your  wife  to  obey  you  as  the 
church  obeys  Christ?  Then  take  care  for 
her  as  Christ  did  for  the  church  ;  and  even 
if  you  must  give  your  life  for  her,  or  he  cut 
in  a  thousand  pieces,  or  whatever  you  must 
undergo  and  suffer,  shrink  not  from  it ;  and 
even  if  you  suffer  all  this,  you  have  not  yet 
done  any  thing  that  Christ  did  ;  for  you  do 
this  being  already  joined  in  marriage  to  her, 
but  he  suffered  for  a  bride  who  rejected  and 
hated  him. — Chrysostom. 

Be  not  bitter  against  them.  Ill-tempered 
and  provoking. — J.  F.  and  B. 

All  that  hard  treatment  in  look  and  word, 
that  uirkind  and  churlish  temper,  wlrch  de¬ 
fective  attachment  so  often  leads  to. — ■ 
Eadie. 
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20.  Children  obey  your  parents  Be  obe¬ 
dient  with  cheerfulness  and  willingness, 
both  to  your  natural  parents  and  guardians 
and  teachers. 

In  all  things,  either  to  do  or  not  to  do, 
when  it  is  not  against  consc'ence  and  the 
law  of  God. 

Under  the  law  of  Moses  a  rebellious  son 
was  liable  to  be  stoned  to  death.  Deut- 
xxi.  18-21. 

Well  pleasing  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  As 
disobedient  children  offend  not  only  their 
partnts,  but  God,  whom  the  parents  repre¬ 
sent,  so  obedience  is  well  pleasing  to  God 
and  Christ. 

The  best  obedience,  indeed,  the  on  y  t-ue 
obedience  to  God  and  to  parents,  is  a  loving 
one. 

The  reference  is  to  Christian  parents  (“in 
the  Lord,  ”  Eph.  vi.  1)  and  the  apostle  re¬ 
gards  their  children  as  Christian  children, 
since  he  adds  a  Christian  motive.  For  this 
is  pleasing.  - 

21.  Fathers  provoke  not  your  children. 
This  forbids  the  irritating  of  children  by 
severe,  unjust  or  capricious  treatment. 

Lest  they  be  discouraged  or  disheartened, 
so  as  to  lose  all  hope  of  plea  ing. 

Continual  faultfinding  sours  aud  de¬ 
presses  the  heart. 

This  is  the  certain  result  of  such  irrita¬ 
tion.  It  leads  first  t  >  repeated  punishment 
and  at  length  to  a  broken  spirit.  The  child 
feels  :  I  can  never  satisfy  him.  Affection, 
confidence  and  motive  for  proper  conduct 
are  destroyed  As  a  result  the  obedience 
is  soulless,  and  the  child  often  becomes  des¬ 
perate. 

Fathers  are  admonished,  because  in  the 
Christian  family  the  last  resort  In  matters  of 
discipline  is  to  the  father  as  the  head  of  the 
household. 

Compare  the  precept,  “bring  them  up  in 
the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.’’ 
Eph.  vi.  4. 

Our  heavenly  Father,  the  Father  of  our 
spirits,  himself  carefully  guards  against  our 
becoming  disheartened  under  chastisement, 
and  nothing  rejoices  him  more,  than  that 
we  “cast  not  away”  our  confidence  ;  and 
so  also  in  the  relations  of  parents  and  chil¬ 
dren,  much  depends  upon  our  not  being 
rendered  morose  by  the  faults,  hut  taking 
courage  in  final  triumph. — Reiger. 


22.  Servants.  In  those  days  most  ser¬ 
vants  were  slaves,  the  property  of  their 
mastei’s. 

Still,  the  passage  has  and  was  designed 
to  have,  a  continued  validity  which  is  bet¬ 
ter  indicated  by  retaining  the  word  “ser¬ 
vants.” 

The  principles  here  laid  down  soon  abol¬ 
ished  slavery  :  they  are  designed  to  abol¬ 
ish  all  evils  springing  from  kindred  rela¬ 
tions. 

Laboring  tor  wage-  may  he  a  species  of 
slavery  ;  and  because  Christian  motives 
have  had  too  little  scope  on  both  sides,  the 
selfishness  of  the  natural  heart  has  pro¬ 
duced  the  conflict  between  labor  and  capital, 
as  it  is  called  but  really  between  employee 
and  employer,  since  in  many  cases  the  lat¬ 
ter  has  little  or  no  capital. — Riddle. 

Obey  in  all  things.  Obey  wffh  cheerful¬ 
ness  in  all  things  that  are  not  against  God 
aud  conscience. 

Unless  one  who  labors  for  another  obeys, 
the  relation  is  virtually  ended  or  reversed. 

Wherever  there  is  authority  and  respon¬ 
sibility,  there  must  be  corresponding  obedi¬ 
ence  and  confidence. — Riddle. 

Not  with  eye-service.  The  obedience  is 
not  to  consist,  in  attending  to  those  things 
which  the  employer  can  see  and  neglecting 
what  he  canuot  observe. 

Eye  service  presupposes  insincerity  of 
heart.— Meyers. 

As  men-pleasers.  The  motive  must  he  a 
higher  one  than  that  of  pleasing  men. 
“Eye-services”  are  .the  natural  result  of 
being  “men-pleasers.” 

But.  in  sin  , le ness  of  heart.  The  Christian 
should  render  the  service  in  which  he  en¬ 
gages,  in  such  a  spirit  that  he  may  not 
merely  seem,  but  actually  he  faithful  to  his 
master  or  employer. 

Simplicity  of  heart,  that  is  with  single¬ 
ness  of  mind,  meaning  just  what  we  appear 
to  mean.  It  is  opposed  to  hypocrisy,  falsa 
pretence,  deceit  and  cunning. 

Fearing  God.  Your  obedience  is  to  bo 
prompted,  not  by  a  desire  to  please  men, 
but  by  a  fear  of  the  Lord  Chiist.  Verse  24.  i 

Too  often  employers  have  been  expected 
to  act  in  a  Christian,  benevolent  spirit,  1 
while  the  employees  forgot  their  true  Lord. 

23.  Whatsoever  ye  do,  do  heartily .  “With 
good  heart,  not  from  servile  necessity,  bat 
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of  a  free  mind  and  clioice.” — Chrysostom. 

As  to  the  Lord ,  and  not  unto  men.  Every 
thing  should  be  done  as  for  Christ,  as  ser¬ 
vice  rendered  for  him,  in  view  of  the  rela¬ 
tion  to  him. 

“And  the  relation  to  the  human  master 
should  not,  in  this  method  of  regarding  it, 
be  taken  into  the  account  at  all,  on  the 
principle  of  not  serving  two  masters.” — 
Meyer. 

24.  Of  ihe  Lord  ye  shall  receive  the  re¬ 
ward.  Or,  “recompense.”  Not  pay  or  re¬ 
ward,  hut  that  which  is  a  compensation  for 
the  present  privations. 

Of  the  inheritance.  This  is  the  compen¬ 
sation,  the  heritage  of  heaven,  full  salva¬ 
tion.  Because  it  is  an  inheritance,  it  is  not 
purchased  by  the  privations  or  the  good 
service  for  which  it  becomes  a  compensation. 

Of  the  Lord.  Your  wages  from  men  may 
be  insignificant  ;  but  you  shall  have  better 


wages  from  C'hiist,  win  se  servants  ye  are. 

For  ye  serve.  For  your  real  service  is  to 
their  master  and  to  yours,  Jesus  Christ ; 
and  in  the  end  you  may  appear,  as  here  you 
may  be,  on  an  equality  in  service  and  pos¬ 
sessions. 

25.  He  that  doeth  wrong.  He  addresses 
the  servants.  Serve  ye  the  Lord  Christ, 
and  leave  your  wrongs  in  his  hands  to  put 
to  rights. 

It  is  disputed  whether  it  is  to  be  applied 
to  the  conduct  of  the  masters,  or  to  the 
servants  also.  In  the  former  case,  it  en¬ 
courages  the  servants  by  the  fact  that  their 
wrongs  wi  1  be  righted  ;  in  the  latter,  it  in¬ 
cludes  the  wrong. doing  of  the  servants, 
their  unfaithfulness,  as  well  as  the  harsh, 
injurious  treatment  they  suffered. 

No  respect  of  persons  with  the  great  Judge 
in  the  day  of  tbe  I  .ore .  He  favors  the  mas¬ 
ter  no  more  than  the  slave.  Rev.  vi.  i  15. 


PRACTICAL  REFLEl  TK  NS. 


That  Christians  should  forgive  each 
other’s  faults. 

I.  Even  on  their  own  account  ; 

II.  But  especially  for  Christ’s  sake. 

Christ  a  Pattern  of  Reconciliation, 

I.  A  reproving  one  for  the  irreconcilable 

ones  ; 

II  A  consoling  one  for  those  who  long  for 
reconciliation. 

We  should  let  the  word  of  Christ 

DWELL  IN  US  RICHLY. 

I.  In  a  ll  wisdom — without  circumscribing 
it  ; 

II.  In  teaching  and  admonishing — in 

public  worship  and  family  religion  ; 

III.  In  sacred  songs — also  by  means  of 

sacred  art ; 

IV.  With  grace  in  the  heart — without  af¬ 

fectation  or  boasting. 

The  pkopi.k  Chris  i  ian  Church  music. 

I.  Tbe  choice  of  hymns  ; 

II.  The  manner  of  singing; 

III.  Tl  e  source  whence  they  are  taken  ; 

IV.  The  object  which  it,  should  aim  at. 


The  Essence  of  Christian  Thankfulness 
shows  itself 

I.  In  that  for  which  the  Christian  thanks  ; 

II.  In  him  to  whom  he  renders  thanks  ; 

III.  Li  whose  name  he  rendeis  thanks. 

HOW  TRUE  C  KRISTIANS  RE  PEAL  THEM¬ 
SELVES  IN  THIS  WORLD. 

I.  By  their  holiness  as  the  elect  of  God  ; 
II,  By  their  sympathy,  humility,  coacila- 
tory  disposition  and  loving  kindness  ; 

III.  By  their  inward  peace,  and  their  pious 
frame  of  mind. — Lisco. 

The  CONSTANT  CHEERFULNESS  OF  THE 
Christian. 

I.  Its  source  : 

II.  Its  nature. — Katf. 

Love  the  Bond  of  Perfectness. 
That  is  the  bond 

I.  By  which  ail  imperfections  are  com- 
pemated  ; 

II.  By  which  all  human  relations  are  en¬ 

nobled  ; 

III.  By  which  all  are  set  in  Ihe  proper  re¬ 

lation  to  each  other. — Schleier- 

MACHElt. 


QUESTIONS. 


16.  What  is  the  word  of  Christ? 

How  does  this  word  dwell  in  us? 

Who  had  known  this  word  from  his 
childhood  ?  2  Tim  iii.  5. 

What  is  said  in  Psalm  cix.  11  ? 


What  is  said  of  singing  in  verse  16  ‘ 
How  is  ill  is  recommended  in  Eph.  v.  19? 
What  is  the  command  in  the  golden 
text  ? 

How  is  this  stated  in  1  Cor.  x.  31  ? 
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17.  In  what  tilings  should  we  give  thanks?  21. 

1  Thess.  v.  18.  23. 

18.  Wliat.direot.ion  is  given  to  wives? 

19.  What  dire  tion  is  given  to  husbands  ?  33. 

20.  What  direction  is  given  to  children  ?  24. 

Which  of  the  ten  commandments 

speaks  of  this  duty  ?  25. 

What  warning  is  given  in  Deut.  xxvii. 

16? 


What  advice  is  given  to  fathers  ? 

What  direction  is  given  to  servants? 
What  is  eye-service  ? 

What  good  advice  is  given  in  this  verse? 
Who  shall  reward  faithful  service? 
Whom  do  we  serve? 

What  shall  be  the  wrong-doer’s  reward? 
How  is  this  declared  in  Isaiah  iii.  10,  11? 


LESSON  X.— SEPT.  7.— T1IE  COMING-  OF  THE  LOLD. 
1  Thess.  iv.  13-18.  Golden  Text. — 1  Thess.  iv.  17. 


13  But  I  would  not  have  you  to  he  ignor¬ 
ant,  brethren,  concerning  them  which  are 
asleep,  that  ye  sorrow  not,  even  as  others  which 
have  no  hope. 

14  For  if  we  believe  that  Je'sns  died  and 
rose  again,  even  so  them  also  which  sleep  in 
JHsus  will  God  bring  with  him. 

15  For  this  we  say  unto  you  bv  the  word  of 
the  Lord,  ihat  we  which  are  alive  and  remain 
unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord  shall  nut  prevent 
them  which  are  asleep. 

GOLDEN  TEXT. — And  so  shall  wa  ever 


1 6  For  the  Lord  himself  shall  descend  from 
heaven  with  a  shout,  with  the  voice  of  the  arch¬ 
angel,  and  with  the  trumpet  of  God  ;  and  the 
dead  in  Christ  shall  rise  first: 

17  Then  we  which  are  alive  and  remain 
shall  be  caught  up  together  with  them  in  the 
clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air;  and  so 
shall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord. 

18  Wherefore  comfort  one  another  with 
these  words. 

be  with  the  l  ord.  1  Thess.  iv.  17. 


PARAPHRASE 

13  I  will  next  speak  of  Christ’s  resurrec¬ 
tion,  and  of  his  return  from  heaven  to  raise 
the  dead  ;  because  these  things  not  only  af¬ 
ford  consolation  to  them  who  have  lost  their 
relations,  but  demonstrate  the  divine  origi¬ 
nal  of  the  gospel.  Now  I  would  not  have 
you  ignorant,  bre  hren,  concerning  them 
who  die,  that  ye  may  not  be  afflicted  with 
excessive  grief,  even  as  the  heathen  who 
have  no  hope  of  seeing  their  dead  friends 
again . 

14  For,  if  we  believe  that  Jesus  was 
put  to  death  for  calling  himself  the  son  of 
God  and  rose  again  from  the  dead,  to  de¬ 
monstrate  the  truth  of  their  assertions  ;  so 
also  we  must  believe,  that  them  who  have 
died  iu  subjection  to  Jesus,  will  God  at  the 
last  day  bring  with  him  into  heaven. 

15  Besides,  to  shew  you  in  what  manner 
the  righteous  are  to  be  brought  into  heaven 
with  Christ,  this  I  affirm  to  you,  by  the  com 
mandment  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  that  such 
righteous  persons  as  are  living  and  remaining 
on  earth  at  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  shall 
not  anticipate  them  who  have  died  in  sub- 


OF  THE  TEXT. 

jection  to  Jesus,  by  receiving  their  glorified 
body  before  them  ; 

16  For  the  Lord  himself  will  descend 
from  heaven  with  a  shout  of  the  attending 
angels,  Matt,  xvi  37.,  expressive  of  their 
joy  at  his  coming  to  reward  liis  servants, 
and  to  punish  his  enemies  :  and  with  the 
voice  of  an  archangel,  proclaiming  his  ad¬ 
vent  ;  and,  with  a  great  trumpet,  calling 
the  dead  from  their  graves ;  and  the  dead 
in  Christ  shall  rise  first. 

17  After  the  righteous  are  raised,  we, 
the  people  of  Christ,  who  are  living  on  the 
earth  at  liis  coming,  being  changed,  shall  at 
the  same  time  with  them  who  are  raised 
from  the  dead,  be  caught  up  in  the  clouds  to 
join  the  Lord  in  the  air,  that  we  may  all  ac¬ 
company  him  in  liis  return  to  heaven  :  And 
so  we  shall  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord. 

18  Wherefore,  making  these  grand  events 
the  subject  of  your  frequent  meditation, 
comfort  one  another,  by  repeating  these  di¬ 
vinely  inspired  words,  iu  which  I  have  de¬ 
livered  them  to  you  by  the  commandment 
of  Christ,  ver.  15. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  THE  LESSON. 


The  bringing  up  of  the  dead  in  Christ 

WITH  THE  SAINTs  WHO  SHALL  BE  DIV¬ 
ING  AT  THE  COMING  OF  CHRIST. 

I.  Brief  statement  of  the  subje  t : 

1.  Announcement: 

a.  How  this  shall  occur  ;  18 

b.  Why  it  shall  be  clone:  That  ye 
soi row  not  ; 

2.  The  giound  of  this  faith  :  For  if  we 


believe  that  Jesus  &c.,  14 

3.  The  import  of  the  statement  :  Them 
also  who  sleep  in  Jesus  will  God 
bring  with  lim  ; 

II.  A  clearer  developement  treats  of 

1.  The  living  :  For  this  we  say  &c.,  15 

2.  Thedead:  For  the  Lord  himself  &C.16 

3.  Both  parties  :  Their 

a.  Being  caugh  up  in  the  clouds  :  17 

b.  Remaining  with  the  Lord. -Starke 


B LACK B CARD  EX E R C I S E S . 


We  have  in  our  illus¬ 
tration  a  vine  of  morning 
glories  twining  around  a 
cross  :  if  is  an  emblem  of 
our  life.  In  the  morning 
we  loos  upon  the  flowers 
and  admire  their  beauty  ; 
at  noon  they  begin  to 
droop,  and  before  the  set¬ 
ting  of  the  sun  their 
beauty  h as  de parted ;  they 
close  up  to  bloom  no 
more,  but  on  the  coming 
morning  new  ones-  will 
take  the  place  of  those 
that  died.  So  with  us  : 
millions  of  our  race  come 
and  go:  in  tiie  morning 
of  life  we  are  in  our  beauty 
and  strength  ;  at  noonday 
we  are  in  the  midst  of 
our  glory :  but  as  the 
shadows  lengthen,  our 
life  is  getting  fainter  : 
we  close  on  r  eyes  and  ‘  'fall 
asleep  in  Jesus  we  are 
laid  in  the  tomh  beside 
tho-e  who  have  gone  bi- 
fore  ;  resting  there  until 
the  trumpet  shall  sound, 
and  the  Lord  shall  come 
in  his  glory  to  meet  us  in 
the  air.  Then  shall  we 
be  with  the  Lord  forever. 


— C.  F.  Lindig. 


LESSON  STORY. 


Our  lesson  'o-day  is  in  the  First  Epistle 
to  the  Thessalonians.  This  was  a  city  in 
Maced  or  ia  where  Paul  and  Silas  preached 
and  established  a  church.  From  this  place 
Paul  went  to  Athens,  and  then  to  Corinth. 
From  Coiimh  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
church  at  Thessalonica. 

In  our  last  lesson  in  July  was  Victory 


over  Death,  and  we  were  taught  there 
that  the  dead  shall  surely  rise  again,  and 
we  who  love  Jesus  need  have  no  fear  of 
death.  Paul  had  preached  this  doctrine  to 
the  Christians  at  Thessalonica,  hut  there 
was  one  thing  which  they  did  not  under¬ 
stand  yet,  and  which  troubled  them  very 
much.  They  believed  that  Christ  would 
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come,  but  feared  that  their  friends -who  had 
died  and  -were  buried  would  not  see  him 
when  he  came,  to  welcome  him.  like  those 
Christians  who  would  then  be  living  on  the 
earth 

Paul  therefore  writes  to  them  that  those 
who  had  fallen  asleep  iu  Christ,  that  is  those 
who  had  died,  would  be  raised  from  their 
graves  and  be  taken  up  to  meet  Jesus  at  his 
coming. 

When  our  friends  die  and  are  buried,  we 
are  very  sorry,  but  in  our  sorrow  we  have 
hope  that  we  shall  see  them  again.  Be¬ 
cause  Jesus  rose  from  the  dead,  all  those 
who  believe  in  Jesus  and  truly  love  him, 
will  also  be  raised  from  the  dead. 

Then  our  lesson  tells  us  how  Christ  shall 
come.  He  will  come  suddenly,  perhaps 
when  he  is  least  expected.  People  will  be 
engaged  in  their  work  or  in  their  pleasures 
as  they  were  in  the  days  of  Noah  before  the 
flood,  when  suddenly  Chirst  will  come  in 
the  glory  of  the  Father,  accompanied  by  a 
vast  company  or  angels,  visibly  descending 
from  heaven.  He  will  come  with  a  shout 


of  joy  and  triumph  from  the  angels,  and 
with  the  voice  of  the  archangel  that  will 
no  doubt  call  the  people  in  the  world  to 
judgment,  also  a  great  sound  of  a  trumpet! 
will  be  heard,  as  it  was  at  Mt.  Sinai  when 
God  gave  the  commandments 

The  dead  will  be  raised  from  their  graves, 
those  who  loved  Jesus  first,  to  meet  him  in 
the  sky  ;  then  those  Christians  who  sha'l 
then  be  living  on  earth  will  suddenly  1 3 
changed  as  to  their  bodies,  like  Christ's 
glorified  body  and  will  also  ascend  to  meet 
Jesus  in  the  sky,  and  to  be  with  him  ever 
more. 

After  that  the  wicked  dead  will  also  bo 
raised,  and  the  wicked  who  shall  then  he 
living  on  the  earth,  will  see  Christ  coming 
in  his  glory,  and  be  so  filled  with  fear  that 
they  will  call  on  the  mountains  to  fall  on 
them  and  hide  them  from  the  presence  cf 
Christ.  J 

Let  us  all  love  Jesus  and  watch  and  pray 
that  we  may  always  be  ready  for  Christ’s 
coming,  and  have  part  in  the  first  resurrect 
tion. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 


When  Paul  was  at  Tliessaloniea  be 
preached  of  Jesus  and  his  kingdom,  Aets, 
xvii.  1-7.  Some  believers  seem  to  have  so 
misunderstood  him  as  to  fear  that  their 
dead  friends  might  fail  of  receiving  the 
blessings  of  the  coining  kingdom  as  those 
would  who  remained  alive.  Paul  corrects 
this  error,  and  shows  how  the  dead  in  Christ 
and  believers  alive  at  his  coming,  shall  share 
alike  in  the  glory  of  his  kingdom. 

13.  Not  have  you  to  be  ignorant.  I  would 
have  you  to  know  and  understand  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  second  comiug  of  Christ. 

The  Thessalonians  were  surprised  that 
some  of  their  fellow  believers  had  died  be¬ 
fore  Christ’s  second  coming.  Thev  thought 
so  much  about  his  advent  as  to  have  no  con¬ 
victions  respecting  a  life  immediately  after 
death.  They  were  therefore  afraid  that 
their  deceased  friends  would  never  live 
again.  Paul  here  seeks  1o  allay  their  anx¬ 
ieties. 

The  new  ideas  about  the  kingdom  of  Je¬ 
sus  (compare  Acts  xvii.  6,  7)  had  led  some 
to  negligence  of  earthly  duty,  as  has  often 


happened  since  then.  Among  the  misap¬ 
prehensions  contributing  to  this  result  wag 
this  one  about  the  coming  of  Christ.  ( 

Which  are  asleep.  It  is  clear  from  verses 
14,  15,  16,  that  the  apostle  here  refers  to 
chritsians  who  had  died,  and  that  the  The?-, 
salonians  so  understood  it. 

This  is  only  another  gentle,  tender  way 
of  saying  “the  dead  in  Christ”  (verse  16). 
Hence  it  is  improper  to  infer  from  the  figure 
that  the  intermediate  state  is  one  of  uncon¬ 
sciousness, 

“Slept”  in  the  New  Testament  is  a  won} 
sacred  to  the  dying  of  the  righteous  ;  hence 
that  sweet  inscription  found  upon  hundreds 
of  slabs  in  the  Christian  catacombs  of  Romo,, 
“Dormit,”  he  sleeps  ;  while  on  Pagan  mon¬ 
uments  of  the  same  age,  spared  as  if  op 
purpose  to  furnish  a  contrast,  we  read  aga ip 
and  again  the  rebellious  and  plaintive  in¬ 
scription,  “Abreptus”  snatched  away.  Ip 
the  one  case  a  violent  disruption  of  the 
tenderest  ties,  in  the  other  a  slumber  falling 
as  softly  as  the  evening  dew. — Roswelk  D( 
Hitchcock,  D,  D.  I 
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That  ye  sorrow  not.  That  ye  mourn  not. 
This  implies  that  if  they  were  not  “ignor¬ 
ant,”  they  could  not  sorrow  ;  that  his  in¬ 
struction  was  designed  to  prevent  sorrow. 

■  Even  as  others.  Or,  “the  rest,”  the 
heathen  and  the  Jews  who  did  not  believe 
in  the  resurrection.  In  these  days,  it  sug¬ 
gests  a  wider  application. 

Who  have  no  hope.  Heathenism  has 
nothing  to  tell  of  a  resurrection,  because 
this  is  a  matter  only  of  revelation. 

This  heathen  kind  of  sorrow  is  here  for¬ 
bidden,  and,  indeed,  all  sorrow  which  im¬ 
plies  any  loss  in  the  case  of  those  who  sleep. 
Our  loss  in  them  we  must  mourn. 

Examples  of  this  “no  hope”  are  easily 
given  from  Pagan  writers.  Laneman  cites 
Theocritus :  “Hope  goes  with  life,  all  hope¬ 
less  are  the  dead.”  rEschylus  :  “Once  dead 
there  is  no  resurrection  more.”  Cetullus  : 
“Suns  may  set  and  may  return  :  we,  when 
once  our  brief  life  wanes,  have  eternal  night 
to  sleep.”  Lucretius  :  “None  ever  wake 
again  whom  the  cold  pause  of  life  hath  over¬ 
taken.”  Jowett  adds  the  sad  complaints 
of  Cicero  and  Quintillian  over  the  loss  of 
their  children,  and  the  dreary  hope  of  an 
immorality  of  fame  in  Tacitus  and  Thucy¬ 
dides. — Alford. 

14.  If  we  believe  most  certainly  that 
Christ  died  for  our  sins  on  the  cross  and 
rose  from  the  dead  on  the  third  day. 

The  form  does  not  express  doubt,  but 
rather  challenges  assent.  Christ’s  death 
and  resurrection  were  recognized  as  abso¬ 
lute  truths  among  the  early  Christians. 
Compare  1  Cor.  xv.  12-23. 

Jesus  died.  “The  apostle  here,  as  always, 
used  the  direct  term  ‘died’  in  reference  to 
our  Lord,  to  obviate  all  possible  misconcep¬ 
tion  :  in  reference  to  the  faithful  he  appro¬ 
priately  uses  the  consolatory  term  ‘sleep,’  ” 
— Ellicott. 

And  rose  again.  The  two  facts  are  in¬ 
separable,  and  on  this  connection  the  argu¬ 
ment  rests. 

Them  which  sleep  in  Jesus.  “Those  lulled 
to  sleep  by  Jesus.” — Bengel. 

Death  has  become  only  a  sleep  through 
Jesus. — Scott  and  Mich^elis. 

Sleeps  in  Jesus  as  Noah  slept  in  the  ark 
©f  God,  as  sleeps  the  helpless  babe  amid  its 
bright  dreams  on  the  mother’s  breast  that 
bore  it. — Lillie. 


Those  who  die  believers  in  Jesus,  his 
children  and  friends,  are  asleep  in  Jesus, 
kept,  preserved  by  him,  and  to  be  awakened 
by  him. 

W ill  God  bring  with  him.  God  the  Father, 
who  raised  up  his  Son,  will  also  raise  up  all 
those  who  fell  asleep  in  Christ,  and  bring 
them  with  body  and  soul  into  eternal  life 
to  be  with  him  in  glory  and  bibs. 

Christ  is  the  first  fruits  of  them  who  thus 
sleep.  Allusion  is  here  made  to  the  waving 
of  the  barley-sheaf,  which  was  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  tne  Jewish  liarvesi .  It  was  a  pledge 
that  the  whole  harvest  should  follow, — a 
harvest  which  began  to  be  reaped  and  gath¬ 
ered  on  the  very  day  the  Lord  himself  is¬ 
sued  from  the  tomb.  At  his  dying  cry 
(Matt,  xxvil.  50-53)  the  rocks  rent,  and  the 
graves  were  opened,  and  many  bodies  of 
saints  which  slept  arose,  and  came  out  of 
their  graves  after  the  resurrection  The 
gate  was  opened  by  the  atoning  agony,  but 
they  arose  not  from  their  stony  couches  till 
their  victorious  Captain  led  the  way.  Then 
they  also  arose,  and  perhaps  the  Lord  took 
them  with  him  when  he  ascended  on  high, 
bearing  them  as  sheaves  on  his  bosom. — 
Roswell  C.  Hitchcock. 

15.  For.  This  confirms  the  statement 
of  verse  14  by  entering  into  further  detaiis. 

This  ice  say,  or  write,  namely  Paid,  Tim¬ 
othy  and  Sylvanus  say  or  write  thus. 

By  the  word  of  the  Lord.  This  probably 
was  a  special  revelation  to  Paul.  Bee  Gal. 
j.  12  ;  2  Cor.  xii.  1 . 

The  word  which  the  Lord  himself  had 
spoken.  Matt.  xxiv.  31 ;  John  v.  28,  and 
also  declared  by  special  revelation. 

We  which  are  alive.  “The  living,”  and 
“they  who  survive  the  coming  of  the  Lord,” 
are  the  same,  and  these  are  distinguished 
by  the  pronoun  “we.” — Bengel. 

This  does  not  imply  that  he  expected  to 
be  alive  when  Christ  came.  The  time  of 
the  second  advent  was  not  revealed  to  the 
apostles.  Knowing  that  Christ  was  to  come, 
and  not  knowing  when  he  was  to  come,  it 
was  perfectly  natural  that  they  should  look 
on  his  advent  as  constantly  imminent. 

The  coming  of  the  Lord.  That  this  com¬ 
ing  will  be  personal  ;  that  is,  that  our  Lord 
will  re-appear  on  the  earth  in  his  glorified 
body  seems  to  be  plainly  revealed.  Acts  i. 
11  ;  Phil.  iii.  20,  21. 
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Shall  not  prevent  them  that  are  asleep. 
Shall  in  no  wise  precede,  or  outstrip  the 
others,  so  that  they  fall  behind  and  fail  of 
the  prize. 

Ttiem  which  are  asleep.  The  righteous 
dead,  who  are  to  have  part  in  this  resurrec¬ 
tion. 

When  Chiist  shall  come  the  second  time, 
he  will  find  believers  on  the  earth  who  will 
rejoice  at  his  coming. 

16  The  Lord  himself.  No  phantom, 
no  providential  substitute,  not  even  the 
vicarious  Spirit,  but  “the Lord  himself,”  the 
personal  Lord,  “this  same  Jesus.” — Lillie. 

Shall  descend  from  heaven.  Where  he 
now  is.  See  Acts  i.  11 ;  Phil.  iii.  20  ;  Col. 
iii.  1.  Where  he  has  been  making  interces¬ 
sion  for  us  at  the  right  hand  of  God. 

He  will  come  as  he  came  once  before  at 
the  first  advent,  ouly  in  very  different  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

With  a  shout.  A  signal  shout.  The  word 
is  used  of  any  signal  given  by  the  voice,  the 
shout  of  battle,  of  a  captain  to  his  rowers. 
—Alford. 

The  shout  is  by  Christ.  Chiist  is  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  victorious  captain,  whose  order 
summons  to  battle. — Lange. 

Voice  of  the  archangel.  Chief  of  the  an¬ 
gels,  the  highest  among  the  angels,  answer¬ 
ing  to  the  high  priest,  as  compared  with 
the  priests. — Lange. 

Perhaps  as  a  general,  marshalling  God’s 
hosts  for  their  prince  ;  the  voice  therefore 
may  be  simply  his  word  of  command. 

Only  once  elsewhere,  Jude  9,  do  we  find 
this  word.  In  Eph.  i.  21,  we  read  of  “prin¬ 
cipality  and  power  and  might  and  domin¬ 
ion,”  evidently  celestial  ;  and  in  2  Thess.  i. 
7.  “mighty  angels and  in  Rev.  x.  1, 
“another  mighty  angel  clothed  with  a 
cloud.” 

The  trump  of  God.  The  trumpet  used 
by  God’s  command,  in  God’s  service,  and 
therefore  differing  from  other  sounds,  and 
recognized  as  God’s  own  call,  as  on  Sinai 
the  clangor  of  an  unearthly  trumpet  was 
mingled  in  the  din  of  elements  to  deepen 
the  conviction  that  the  whole  scene  was 
preternatural. — Bitsh. 

The  Dead  in  Christ.  Those  who  die  be¬ 
lieving  in  Christ,  belonging  to  Christ,  and 
who  have  been  “asleep  in  Jesus.” 

Shall  rise  first.  Before  the  ungodly  dead 


shall  rise,  and  before  the  living  Christiana 
are  changed. 

“Fiist  the  dead  in  Christ  shall  rise,  then 
we  who  are  living  shall  be  caught  up.” — 
Alford. 

17.  Then.  After  a  brief  interval  be¬ 
tween  the  raising  of  the  dead  and  the 
changing  of  the  faithful  living. 

We  which  are  alive.  Whatever  Christians 
are  alive  and  remaining  in  the  world  at  the 
coming  of  Christ. 

Shall  be  caught  up  together.  Hastily, 
swiftly,  irresistibly,  by  the  overpowering 
might  of  God  :  this  lies  in  the  expression. 
— Lange. 

Then  it  is  “we  shall  be  changed,  in  a 
moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  and 
“this  corruption  shall  put  on  incorruption, 
and  this  mortal,  immortality.”  1  Cor.  xv. 
51-54. 

Together  with  them.  Not  without  them, 
nor  so  much  as  an  hour  ahead  of  them,  but 
along  with  them. — Lillie. 

It  will  be  some  part  of  their  felicity,  that 
all  the  saints  shall  meet  together,  and  re¬ 
main  together  forever. — Henry. 

Compare  our  Lord’s  words.  “And  he 
shall  send  his  angels  with  a  great  sound  of 
a  trumpet,  and  they  shall  gather  together 
his  elect  from  the  four  winds.”  “Then 
shall  two  he  in  the  field,  the  one  shall  be 
taken,  the  other  left.”  Mark  xiv.  31,  40. 

In  the  clouds.  To  meet  the  Lord  in  the 
clouds,  but  not  therefore,  to  remain  there. 

“The  clouds  forming  the  element  with 
which  they  would  be  surrounded,  and  in 
which  they  would  be  borne  up  to  meet  their 
coming  Lord.” — Ellicott. 

To  meet  the  Lord.  To  welcome  and  ac¬ 
company  him  to  his  throne  and  judgment 
on  the  earth. 

If  he  is  to  descend,  for  what  purpose  are 
we  to  be  caught  away  ?  To  honor  us.  For 
so  when  a  king  is  entertained  in  a  city  those 
in  honorable  station  go  forth  to  meet  him, 
but  the  criminals  await  their  judge  within. 
And  when  a  fond  father  arrives,  the  chil¬ 
dren,  worthy  of  the  name,  are  taken  out  in 
a  chariot  to  see  and  caress  him,  but  offend¬ 
ing  domestics  remain  within. — Chrysostom, 

In  the  air.  Literally,  “into  the  air,”  as 
the  region  into  which  they  shall  be  borne 
to  meet  the  Lord,  not  where  they  shall  re¬ 
main. 
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Shall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord.  Then 
there  will  be  no  more  parting  either  from 
each  other  or  from  him. 

Nor  to  my  own  mind  is  any  thing  in  the 
future  more  certain  than  that  the  glorified 
church  is  to  be  thus  associated  with  the 
King  of  kings  and  the  Lord  of  lords  in  the 
judgment  of  the  nations,  and  the  govern¬ 


ment  of  the  world,  as  well  as  in  the  inherit¬ 
ance  of  all  things. — Lillie. 

18.  Wherefore,  comfort  one  another. 
They  were  to  bring  these  glorious  truths 
and  these  bright  prospects  before  their 
minds  in  order  to  alleviate  the  sorrows  of 
bereavement.— Barnes. 

So  the  Lord  comforted  Martha,  “I  am  the 
resurrection  and  the  life.” 


PRACTICAL  REFLECTIONS. 

C 

Ever  with  the  Lord.  III.  He  is  their  head  and  they  are  his  mem- 


I.  In  wdiat  sense  with  the  Lord  '?  By 

1.  Our  acquaintance  with  the  testimony 

to  his  lordship  ; 

2.  Our  faith  in  this  testimony  i 

3.  Our  use  of  it  ; 

4.  Frequent  thoughts  of,  and  striving- 

after  Christ ; 

5.  Intercourse  and  fellowship  with 

Christ. 

II,  Where  ?  In  a  place  prepared  by  him¬ 
self,  designed  by  his  genius,  built  up 
by  his  energy,  enriched  by  his  re¬ 
sources,  adapted  to  us  by  his  wisdom. 

ITT.  H  ow  long  ?  Forever. 

IV.  With  what  results  ?  Life  forever,  light 
forever,  love  forever,  peace  forever, 
rest  forever,  joy  forever. — Biblical 
Museum, 

With  Christ  shall  all  the  faithful 
be,  because 

I.  He  has  promised  this  to  them.  John 
xiv.  3. 

II.  Prayed  for  it  to  the  Father,  John  xvii. 
24  ;  Isa,  liii.  10-12. 


bin's,  and  are  therefore  inseparable. 
Ei>h.  i.  23,  23;  Rom.  viii.  38,  39. 

The  comfort  from  Christ’s  coming. 
There  are  three  things  which  make  the 
hope  of  his  coming  exceedingly  precious 
to  us  : 

1.  You  will  find  the  first  of  these  in  1 

John  iii.  2  :  ‘-Beloved,  now  are  we 
the  sons  of  God  :  when  he  shall  ap¬ 
pear  we  shall  be  like  him,  for  we  shall 
see  him  as  he  is  so  that  .spirit,  soul 
and  body,  from  the  inmost  core  of 
our  being  to  the  utmost  fibre,  will  be 
like  Christ.  Phil,  iii,  20. 

2.  Nearest  to  Christ  and  God, — “forever 

with  the  Lord.” 

3.  Re-union  of  saints  separated  on  earth. 
What  God  means  us  to  understand  is 
this  :  that  just  as  the  Lord  Jesus, 
when  he  raised  the  widow's  son, 
gave  him  back  to  his  mother’s  arms, 

so  he  -will  give  the  severed  saints 
back  to  one  another,  so  that  there 
will  be  a  communion  of  joy. — J.  R. 
Caldwell. 


QUESTIONS. 


13.  Of  what  did  Paul  not  wish  to  have  his  16. 

readers  ignorant  ? 

Who  are  meant  by  “them  which  are 
asleep  ? 

What  rule  did  he  give  them  in  regard 
to  mourning  for  the  dead  ? 

Who  are  meant  by  those  “who  have  no 
hope”? 

14.  What  took  place  with  Christ  after  his 

death  ? 

Of  what  is  Christ’s  resurrection  a 
pledge  to  us  ? 

15.  By  whose  authority  did  Paul  speak? 

Who  are  meant  by  “we  which  are 

alive  ”? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  “prevent”  in 
this  verse  ? 


When  will  the  Lord  come  ?  Matt.  x:dv. 
36. 

How  should  we  look  for  his  coming  ? 
Matt.  xxiv.  42. 

What  will  occur  when  the  Lord  comes  ? 
Where  is  the  promise  of  his  return? 
Acts  i.  11. 

What  sounds  shall  accompany  his  re¬ 
turn  ? 

Who  shall  rise  first  ? 

What  is  said  about  these?  Rev.  xx.  fi. 

17.  What  will  happen  to  those  then  living  ? 
What  precious  promise  do  we  find  here? 
How  is  this  expressed  in  John  xiv.  3? 
For  what  did  Jesus  pray  ?  John  xvii.  24. 

18.  What  exhortation  do  we  find  in  verse  18? 
What  is  said  in  1  John  iii.  2? 
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LESSON  XI.— SEPT.  14.— THE  CHRISTIAN  IN  TIIE  WORLD. 
1  Tim.  vi.  G-16.  Golden  Test. — John  svii.  16. 


6  But  godliness  with  contentment  is  great 
gain. 

7  For  we  brought  nothing  into  this  world, 
and  it  is  certain  we  can  carry  nothing  out. 

S  And  having  food  and  raiment  let  us  be 
therewith  coutent. 

9  But  they  that  will  be  rich  fall  into  temp¬ 
tation  and  a  snare,  and  into  many  foolish  and 
hurtful  lusts,  which  drown  men  in  destruction 
and  perdition. 

10  For  the  love  of  monev  is  the  root  of  all 
evil ;  which  while  some  coveted  after,  they 
have  erred  from  the  faith,  and  pierced  them¬ 
selves  through  with  many  sorrows. 

11  But  thou,  O  man  of  God,  flee  these  things  ; 
and  follow  after  righteousness,  godliness,  faith, 
love,  patience,  meekness. 

12  Fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,  lay  hold 


on  eternal  life,  wliereunto  thou  art  also  called, 
and  hast  professed  a  good  profession  before 
many  witnesses. 

13  I  give  thee  charge  in  the  sight  of  God, 
who  quickeneth  all  things,  and  before  Christ 
Jesus,  who  before  Pontius  Pilate  witnessed  a 
good  confession, 

11  That  thou  keep  this  commandment  with¬ 
out  spot,  unrebukabie,  until  the  appearing  of 
our  Lord  Je'sus  Christ  : 

15  Which  in  his  time  he  shall  show,  who 
is  the  blessed  and  only  Potentate,  the  King, 
of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords  ; 

16  Who  only  hath  immortality,  dwelling 
in  the  light  which  no  man  can  approach  unto  ; 
whom  no  man  hath  seen,  nor  can  see  :  to  whom 
be  honor  and  power  everlasting.  Amen. 


GOLDEN  TEXT. — They  are  not  of  the  world,  even  as  I  am  not  of  the  world. 
John  xvii.  16. 


PARAPHRASE 

6  But  godliness,  with  a  competency  of 
food  and  raiment,  is  great  gain,  as  it  makes 
us  happy  both  in  the  present  life  and  in 
that  which  is  to  come ;  neither  of  which 
riches  can  do. 

7  For  we  brought  nothing  into  the  world 
with  us  ;  and  plain  it  is.  that  neither  can  we 
carry  any  thing  out  of  it.  Things  which 
we  must  leave  behind  us,  cannot  make  us 
happy  in  the  other  world. 

8  Wherefore,  having  food  and  raiment, 
and  lodging,  let  us  therewith  be  contented  ; 
banishing,  as  godly  persons  ought,  immod¬ 
erate  desires  of  things  not  necessary,  and 
which  can  be  enjoyed  only  in  this  life. 

9  But  they  who,  not  contented  with  food 
and  raiment,  are  bent  on  being  rich,  fail  into 
great  temptations  and  snares  in  the  pursuit ; 
and,  in  the  enjoyment  of  riches,  into  many 
foolish  and  hurtful  lusts,  which  plunge  men 
into  destruction  here,  and  into  eternal  per¬ 
dition  hereafter. 

10  I  have  spoken  thus  sharply  against 
covetousness,  because  the  love  of  money  is 
the  root  of  all  the  sinful  passions  and  actions 
of  men  ;  as  may  be  seen  in  the  false  teachers, 
some  of  whom,  eagerly  desiring  money,  have 
wholly  corrupted  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel 
and  have  pierced  themselves  all  around  with 
many  sorrows,  occasioned  by  the  stings  of 


OF  THE  TEXT. 

conscience  and  the  fears  of  punishment. 

11  Therefore  do  thou.  O  servant  of  God, 
flee  these  things  ;  and  pursue  justice  in  all 
thj  dealings,  piety  towards  God,  the  firmest 
.faith  in  the  gospel,  love  to  the  souls  of  men, 
patience  in  afflictions,  and  meekness  under 
provocations. 

12  Since  these  virtues  are  not  inconsist¬ 
ent  with  courage,  combat  the  good  combat 
of  faith,  by  boldly  maintaining  the  true 
doctrine  of  Christ  against  infidels  and  false 
teachers  ;  and  as  conqueror  in  this  combat 
lay  hold  on  eternal  life,  the  prize,  to  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  which  thou  wast  called  ;  and  in 
particular,  confess  the  good  confession,  that 
J  esus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God,  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  all  mankind. 

13  I  charge  thee,  in  the  presence  of  God, 
who  raiseth  all  from  the  dead,  to  reward 
every  one  according  to  his  works,  and  who, 
if  thou  lose  thy  life  in  the  good  combat,  will 
give  thee  eternal  life  ;  and  in  the  presence 
of  Christ  Jesus,  who  witnessed  under  Pon¬ 
tius  Pilate  the  good  confession,  and  sealed 
it  with  his  blood, 

14  That  thou  obey  this  commandment' 
of  confessing  the  good  confession,  without 
spot  in  respect  of  the  commandment  itself, 
and  unblamable  in  respect  of  thy  perform¬ 
ance  thereof,  which  will  contribute  to  pre- 
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serve  the  good  confession  in  the  world,  till 
the  appearing  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  him¬ 
self,  to  raise  the  dead,  and  judge  the  whole 
human  race . 

15  Winch  appearing  in  his  own  season, 
the  season  which  lie  himself  hath  fixed,  the 
blessed  and  only  Potentate  in  the  universe 
will  shew,  even  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord 
ot  lords  ;  the  King  and  Lord  who  rules  with 


irresistible  power  all  other  kings  and  lords  ; 

16  Who  alone  hath  life  without  either 
beginning  or  ending,  and  dwelletli  in  light 
inaccessible  to  mortals,  which  therefore  no 
man  hath  seen,  or  can  see,  in  this  mortal 
body ;  to  whom  be  ascribed  honor  and 
might  everlasting.  And  to  shew  that,  this 
is  the  truth  concerning  the  nature  of  God 
.1  say  Amen. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  LESSON. 


The  contented  and  the  uncontented. 

I.  What  the  contented  do  : 

1.  Their  reward  :  great  gain,  fi 

2.  Their  character  :  They  are  godly. 

3.  Their  motives  : 

a.  Entrance  into  life:  We  brought 

nothing,  &e.,  7 

b.  Departure  out  of  the  world  :  Shall 

take  nothing  out; 

II.  What  we  are  exhorted  to  do.  8 

III.  What  the  discontented  do  : 

1.  Who  they  are  ;  They  that  will  he 

i ioh  ;  9 

2,  What  will  befall  them,  is 

а.  Shown,  as  regards 

(1)  The  matter  itself:  Fail  into 

temptation  &c. ; 

(2)  The  cause  :  Avarice  is  the  root 

of  all  evil ;  10 

б.  Illustrated  by  examples  :  Some 

coveted  and  erred  &c. 

TV.  What  Timothy  is  exhorted  to  do,  is 
1.  Shown  :  be  shall 

a.  Flee  these  things  ;  11 

b.  Follow  after  righteousness  &c. ; 

c.  Fight  the  good  fight ;  12 


d  Lay  hold  of  eternal  life  ; 
e.  The  motives  of  this  : 

(1)  His  holy  calling  ; 

(2)  Ills  confession  ; 

2.  Enforced  : 

a.  How  it  is  enforced  : 

(1)  Before  God  :  13 

(2)  Before  the  Lord  Jesus  ; 

b.  What  is  enforced  :  That  thou  keep 

this  commandment  ;  14 
c  Why  it  was  enforced  :  The  appear¬ 
ing  of  out  Lord  ; 

(1)  How  and  when  this  shall  be: 

Until  the  appearing  of  our 
Lord  ; 

(2)  Through  whom  it  shall  take 

pi  ace  : 

(«)  His  description  : 

[1]  According  to  his  blessed¬ 

ness,  might  and  power;  15 

[2]  According  to  his  immortal¬ 

ity,  dwelling  and  invisi¬ 
bility  ;  1  i 

<b)  His  honor  :  To  whom  be 
honor  &c. — Starke. 


LESSON  STORY. 


Our  last  lesson  was  The  Coming  of  the 
Loud,  In  verse  fourteen,  of  the  chapter 
we  study  to-day,  Paul  tells  us  what  every 
Christian  should  do  until  the  Lord  cornes. 
This  letter  was  written  to  Timothy,  a  young 
man  who  had  been  taught  from  a  child  by 
his  mother  and  grandmother  (2  Tim  i.  5,  and 
iii.  15),  to  love  God’s  Word,  and  afterwards 
was  sent  out  with  Paul  to  preach  the  g'os- 
pel.  Paul  calls  him  his  “dearly  beloved 
son”  (2  Tim  i.  2),  and  we  have  two  letters 
written  by  Paul  to  encourage  and  instruct 
him  in  his  work. 

Our  lesson  to-day  is  from  the  last  part  of 
Paul’s  first  letter  to  Timothy,  and  its  title 


is  The  Christian  in  the  World.  First 
he  says  we  should  live  a  Godly  ( God-like) 
life  ;  contented  and  thankful  for  what  we 
have,  and  remember  that  while  we  are  in 
the  world  we  are  not  of  the  world  ;  for  we 
shall  not  live  very  long  and  cannot  take 
anything  with  us  when  we  die.  Then  he 
speaks  of  the  danger  of  seeking  to  be  rich 
(v.  9)  and  of  loving  money  (v.  10),  and 
then  warns  us  to  “flee  these  things  (that 
is  escape  these  dangers  and  temiitations), 
and  follow  after  the  things  which  will  do  us 
good  and  please  God.  You  will  see  that  it 
is  not  money  itself  that  does  the  harm  (for 
money  does  a  great  deal  of  good  when 
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rightly  used)  but  the  danger  is  in  the  love 
of  money  which  makes  us  seek  after  it  and 
forget  God.  Read  verse  11  carefully  and 
try  to  remember  what  good  things  we  are  to 
follow  after.  In  verse  12  he  says  we  must 
■‘‘fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,”  and  “lay 
hold  on  eternal  life  that  is,  hold  fast  of 


this  blessed  hope,  no  matter  who  tries  to 
take  it  from  us  In  lesson  seven  we  learned 
about  our  enemies  ?j  id  the  Christian  Ar¬ 
mor,  with  which  we  fight  against  them. 
In  this  verse  we  learn  what  we  fight  for : 
‘Faith  in  God,”  and  “Eternal  Life” — 
Jacobs. 


BLACKBOARD  EXERCISES. 


Paul  says  “  'the  love  of  money  is  the  root 
of  all  evil  ”  S  >  I  made  this  the  main  point 
in  the  illustration. 

See  how  the  word  love  is  entangled  with 
the  roots,  it  is  not  the  money  that  is  evil, 
but  our  love  for  it. 

“  They  that  will  he  rich  fall  into  tempta¬ 
tion,  and  into  many  hurtful  lusts  widen  will 
bring  them  to  destruction.”  Take  warning 
by  the  tree,  which  grows  from  such  a  root, 
it  cannot  bring  forth  good  fruit ;  look  at  its 


branches  and  see  the  effects  The  ax  is 
ready  to  he  laid  at  tie  mot,  and  the  ( '  °  is 
cut.  ‘  ‘As  the  tree  falleth  so  stall  it  lie.” 

The  other  side  represents  contentment  ;  a 
lonely  1  ctle  log  cabin,  Godliness  and  con¬ 
tentment  dwell  within,  and  as  the  smoko 
rises  up  out  of  the  same,  so  does  the  prayer 
ascend  to  God. 

“  The  Lord  will  provide.”  May  we  learn 
to  covet  a  home  in  beaveu  which  is  the  best 
of  all. — C.  F.  Lird:g. 


PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 

Timothy  signifies  “honoring  God,”  or  Minor,  on  the  second  visit  of  Paul.  As 
“one  who  knows  God.”  The  first  mention  Timothy  was  at  that  time  a  disciple,  and  as 
of  this  great  servant  of  God  is  in  Acts  xvi.  Paul  calls  him  his  “own  son  in  the  faith” 
l-'k  This  was  at  Derbeand  Lystra,  in  Asia  (1  Tim.  i.  2),  it  seems  probable  that  Tim- 
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othy  was  converted  during  the  apostle’s 
first  visit,  and  may  have  witnessed  the  ston_ 
ing  (compare  Acts  xiv.  19-23  ;  2  Tim.  iii. 
10,  11).  From  Acts  xvi.  1-3,  and  2  Tim.  i. 
5  ;  iii.  14,  15,  we  learn  something  of  his 
family  and  his  early  training  ;  and  from  the 
Acts  and  the  Epistles  we  learn  how  faithful 
and  useful  he  was  in  the  service  of  Christ, 
and  how  dear  to  Paul’s  own  heart.  It  is 
said  that  Timothy  was  Bishop  or  Pastor  of 
the  Church  at  Ephesus,  where  we  learn 
Paul  left  him  in  charge  when  he  went  to 
Macedonia  (1  Tim.  i.  3).  And  when  the 
apostle  was  about  to  be  beheaded  he  sent 
for  Timothy,  who  went  to  comfort  him,  and 
no  doubt  witnessed  his  execution. 

The  Epistles  to  Timothy  were  not  written 
to  a  Church,  although  some  special  direc¬ 
tions  are  given  with  reference  to  Timothy’s 
work  at  Ephesus,  but  the  letters  are  the 
word  of  the  Spirit  concerning  “the  Church 
of  the  living  God,’’  and  the  conduct  or  be¬ 
havior  or  those  who  are  within.  The  first 
epistle  gives  the  right  ordering  when  the 
Church  was  in  a  normal  condition,  and  it 
contains  practical  details  of  great  interest, 
given  with  great  plainnes.  There  are  many 
gems  in  this  hook.  Tim.  i.  15,  has  been 
called  “the  centre  ring  of  the  gospel  chain.” 
— Jacobs. 

6.  But.  The  false  teachers  had  under¬ 
taken  to  make  a  gain  of  godliness,  to  use 
their  religion  as  a  means  of  secular  gam. 
This  is  all  wrong  ;  hut  still,  says  the  apostle, 
godliness  is  a  great  gain  ;  and  in  this  verse 
corrects  the  misapprehension  that  might 
arise  as  to  the  effect  of  religion. 

Godliness  (from  “God”  and  “ly,”  the  ab¬ 
breviated  form  of  “like”),  piety  which  is 
directed  toward  God,  and  has  its  source  in 
God.  “Obedience  to  the  commands  of  God, 
from  love  for,  and  reverence  of,  his  charac¬ 
ter.” — Webster. 

“Godliness”  means  piety,  the  fear  of  God, 
the  show  of  which  was  spoken  of  in  verse  5. 

With  contentment.  Religion  with  a  con¬ 
tented  mind  does  more  to  promote  happiness 
than  wealth  can  ever  do. — Barnes. 

“With  contentment,”  as  its  accompani¬ 
ment  :  compare  Phil.  iv.  11.  Only  so  l'ar  as 
this  contentedness  exists,  is  godliness  a 
great  gain. 

Two  ideas  are  here  included  :  “that  god¬ 
liness  makes  us  content,  and  to  be  content 


is  the  highest  good.” — Van  Oosterzee. 

7.  Brought  nothing  into  the  world,  but 
naked  came  we  into  the  world,  and  yet  God 
has  supplied  all  our  wants. 

One  of  the  grounds  for  Christian  content¬ 
ment.  Worldly  posessions  are  not  our  law¬ 
ful  property,  but  a  loan  at  our  birth  to  be 
surrendered  at  death  — Lange. 

Gan  carry  nothing  out.  At  death  we  will 
take  nothing  of  our  worldly  possessions 
with  us  out  of  the  world. 

We  may  be  clothed  in  the  most  costly 
shroud,  and  laid  into  the  most  splendid  cof¬ 
fin,  our  corpse  decked  with  precious  Jewels, 
a  magnificent  tomb  enclose  our  remains, 
and  a  towering  monument  record  our 
praise,  but  all  this  will  avail  us  nothing, 
if  we  have  not  laid  up  our  treasure  in 
heaven. 

Nothing  can  humble  a  man  more  and  in¬ 
duce  him  to  renounce  the  vanities  of  the 
world,  as  the  contemplation  of  his  entrance 
into,  and  his  exit  out  of  the  world— his 
birth  and  his  death. 

The  meaning  appears  to  be,  we  were  ap¬ 
pointed  by  God  to  come  naked  into  the 
world,  to  teach  us  to  remember  that  we  can 
carry  nothing  out.— Alford. 

8.  Food  and  raiment.  If  in  this  life  we 
have  our  proper  support  :  food  to  sustain 
our  lives,  raiment  to  clothe  our  bodies  a.nd 
houses  to  shelter  us. 

Therewith  content.  We  should  be  satis¬ 
fied,  because  weave  assured  that  by  faith  w© 
shall  be  acceptable  to  God  in  our  humble  • 
state. 

We  need  food  in  our  bodies  and 
clothing  upon  them  ;  G“d  has  promised  both, 
if  we  are  obedient  to  bis  will. 

God  has  promised  these  if  we  seek  first 
his  kingdom  and  his  righteousness  (Matt, 
vi.  31-33),  but  he  has  not  promised  more  ; 
to  insist  upon  more  is  to  prove  that  we  have 
not  complied  with  this  condition. 

9.  They  that  will  he  rich,  who  are  not 
satisfied  with  the  necessaries  and  comforts 
of  life,  but  determine  to  become  rich,  either 
right  or  wrong,  and  think  and  aim  at  this 
object  day  and  night. 

Those  who  are  determined  to  be  rich,  who 
make  it  the  aim  and  chief  desire  of  life  ; 
whose  motto  is,  “Get  rich,  honestly  if  you 
can  ;  but  at  all  events  get  rich.” — P. 

“He  sanl  not  merely  ‘they  that  are  rich,’ 
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but  'they  that  wish  it for  a  man  may  have 
wealth,  and  administer  it  rightly,  and  rise 
far  above  it.” — Chrysostom. 

It  is  not  the  riches,  but  the  inordinate  de¬ 
sire,  which  is  so  dangerous.  Those  who 
envy  the  rich,  or  do  evil  to  obtain  riches, 
and  fail,  have  all  the  sin  without  the  gain. 
Riches  do  not  consist  in  having  more  gold 
and' silver,  but  having  more  in  proportion 
than  our  neighbors. — Locke. 

Fall  into  temptation.  They  are  tempted 
to  do  wicked  things  in  order  to  accomplish 
their  purpose. — Barnes. 

The  particular  temptation  is  that  of  gain¬ 
ing  riches  by  unjust  means  :  the  desire  to 
be  rich  makes  the  opportunity  to  do  injus¬ 
tice  powerful. 

And  a  snare.  This  is  an  explanation  of 
the  form  of  the  temptation  :  it  entangles 
them,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  escape. 

This  signifies  a  net,  trap,  spring,  or  pit 
dug  in  the  ground,  filled  with  sharp  stakes> 
and  slightly  covered  over  ;  so  that,  when  a 
man  or  animal  steps  upon  it,  he  tumbles  in, 
and  is  taken  or  destroyed. — Adam  Clark. 

Many  foolish  and  hurtful  lusts.  A  fur¬ 
ther  consequence  of  the  desire  to  be  rich  : 
the  entanglement  in  opportunities  to  get 
money  by  injustice  awakens  many  other 
evil  desires,  which  have  power  over  the 
man. 

They  are  “foolish,”  because  they  mistake 
the  true  source  of  happiness  ;  “hurtful,” 
because  they  are  also  positively  injurious. 

Which  drown  men.  Cause  men  to  sink 
in  the  deep.  The  image  is  that  of  a  wreck 
where  a  ship  and  all  that  is  in  it  go  down 
together. 

There  is  a  total  ruin  of  happiness,  of  vir¬ 
tue,  of  reputation,  and  of  the  soul. — 
Barnes. 

Destruction,  in  general,  whether  of  body 
or  soul. 

Perdition  intensifies  the  idea,  by  pointing 
mainly  to  the  destruction  of  the  soul. 

Observe  that  St.  Paul  speaks  not  of  those 
who  by  God’s  piovidence  are  rich,  but  of 
those  who  are  unduly  eager  to  acquire 
wealth.  This  eagerness  to  be  rich  is  one  of 
the  special  sins  of  our  age  and  country.  It 
is  the  origin  of  reckless  speculation  and  of 
unfair  trading ;  and  more  than  any  other 
single  vice  tends  to  rendering  the  conscience 
dull,  and  the  heart  hard. 


10.  The  lore  of  money.  Rot  money 
itself,  but  the  love  of  it  is  here  spoken  of. 

A  restless,  unstable  desire  of  riches,  not 
for  any  further  end  or  use,  but  only  to 
hoard  and  preserve,  and  perpetually  in¬ 
crease  them. — Cowley. 

The  root  of  all  evil.  More  literally,  “a 
root  of  all  the  evils.”  That  is,  of  all  kinds 
of  evil. 

The  apostle  does  not  appear  to  mean  that 
all  evils  spring  from  love  of  moneyy  but 
that  all  kinds  of  evil  may  and  do  spring 
from  it. 

Any  one  great  and  controlling  vice  can  be 
a  root  of  all  kinds  of  evil ;  but  at  the  same 
time  no  one  vice  is  so  prolific  in  this  respect 
as  avarice. — Riddle. 

Which  some  have  coveted.  Which  money 
some  have  coveted,  insatiably  desired. 

Have  erred  from  the  faith.  Have  made  a 
most  fatal  and  ruinous  departure  from  the 
religion  of  Christ. — A.  Clarke. 

Avarice  is  in  effect  a  lapse  from  Christi¬ 
anity.  The  man  whose  great  end  in  life  is 
to  get  and  keep  money,  cannot  be  a  Chris¬ 
tian.  On  that  point  the  Bible  is  as  plain  as 
language  can  be. 

This  sin  is,  however,  a  more  respectable 
one  than  some  others,  and  not  a  matter  of 
church  discipline.  But  it  brings  its  own 
punishment. — Riddle. 

Pierce  themselves  through.  Discontent  is 
the  portion  of  those  who  allow  their  earthly 
desires  to  control  them  ;  but  avarice  recoils, 
most  powerfully  upou  the  soul.  Witness 
the  self-tortures  of  misers. 

The  word  signifies  to  be  “  transfixed  in 
every  part,”  and  is  an  allusion  to  one  of 
those  snares  mentioned  in  verse  9,  where  a 
hole  is  dug  in  the  earth,  and  filled  full  of 
sharp  stakes,  and,  being  slightly  covered 
over  with  turf,  is  not  perceived  ;  and  who¬ 
ever  steps  on  it  falls  in,  and  is  pierced 
through  with  those  sharp  stakes. — Clarke. 

With  many  sorrows.  With  such  sorrows 
as  remorse  and  painful  reflection  on  their 
folly,  and  the  apprehension  of  future  wrath  „ 
— Barnes. 

Lusts  are  thorns,  and  as  among  thorns, 
whenever  one  touches  them,  one’s  hands 
are  bloodied  and  wounds  made  ;  so  he  who 
falls  among  lusts  shall  suffer  the  same,  aud^ 
shall  surround  his  soul  with  griefs. — Chry„ 
SOSTOJI. 
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The  friend  of  Mammon  is,  indeed,  his  own 
enemy. 

11.  0  man  of  God,  who  hast  devoted  thy¬ 
self  to  the  service  of  God,  and  art  a  faithful 
servant  of  God  and  his  church. 

The  apostle  applies  the  designation  of  the 
old  prophets  to  Timothy. 

But  all  Christians  are  men  of  God,  be¬ 
longing  to  God,  serving  God,  taught  by  God, 
guided  by  God,  heirs  of  God. 

The  apostle  here  begins  a.  personal  exhor¬ 
tation  to  Timothy,  urging  him  to  conduct 
the  very  opposite  of  that  spoken  of  before. 

Flee  these  things.  That  is,  the  love  of 
money,  and  the  evil  of  which  it  is  the  fruit¬ 
ful  root. 

Flee  from  them,  turn  your  back  upon 
them,  and  escape  as  Lot  did  from  the  city 
of  destruction. 

The  true  use  of  riches  is  given  in  the 
verses  which  follow  the  lesson. 

Follow  after  righteousness.  Justice,  right 
dealing  and -action. 

The  righteousness  of  Christ  which  alone 
avai'eth  before  God,  and  which  also  pro¬ 
duces  right  living,  that  you  may  have  and 
keep  this  righteousness,  and  eventually  also 
receive  the  crown  of  righteousness. 

Godliness.  Gooduess  (as  “God”  is  de_ 
rived  from  “good”),  the  lovable,  attractive 
likeness  to  God  in  character  and  life  ;  like 
God,  and  from  God. 

Faith.  That  thou  trust  in  God,  which  is 
the  source  of  goodness,  and  of  comfort  and 
power,  also  fidelity  to  man. 

Love,  to  God  and  man,  the  hardest  of  the 
virtues  to  obtain,  hut  the  best,  including  all 
in  their  perfect  proportion,  as  the  white 
rays  of  the  sun  include  not  only  the  primary 
colors,  but  every  one  of  the  3,000  tints  and 
shades. 

Patience ,  in  all  trials  and  temptations, 
never  failing,  never  falling. 

Meekness.  Bearing  with  a  Christian  spirit 
the  pride  and  overbearing  acts  of  those  who 
have  gained  unjust  wealth,  and  seem  to 
have  surpassed  us.  But  the  meek  shall  in¬ 
herit  the  earth. 

These  virtues  are  grouped  in  pairs  ;  the 
first  pair  more  general,  the  second  pair  more 
Specifically  Christian,  the  third  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  attitude  toward  opposers.  All 
these  are  opposed  to  avarice. — Riddle. 

12.  Fight  the  good  fight  of  faith.  The 


warfare  against  sin  and  error  of  all  kinds, 
in  the  church  and  out,  but  only  with  spir¬ 
itual  weapons,  true  love,  zeal,  and  the  Spirit 
of  God.— P. 

The  “fight  of  faith,”  because  it  is  born  of 
the  faith,  is  proper  to  the  faith,  and  has 
power  only  from  the  faith. — Lange. 

The  strife  is  against  the  world,  the  ijesh 
and  the  devil,  and  in  no  way  do  these  foes 
attack  more  unitedly  than  through  the  love 
of  money.  — Riddle. 

Lay  hold  on  eternal  life.  All  this  is  an 
allusion  to  the  exercises  in  the  public  Gre¬ 
cian  games  ;  fight,  conquer,  seize  upon  the 
prize,  carry  off  the  crown  of  eternal  life. — 
A.  Clarke. 

Eternal  life  is  not  merely  future  life,  but 
that  life  begun  here  in  the  soul,  which  is  of 
the  same  nature  with  that  lived  in  heaveu, 
full  of  holiness  and  blessedness. 

TP  hereunto  thou  art  called.  By  the  Holy 
Spirit,  by  the  providence  of  God.  This  was 
God's  call  and  plan  for  him,  therefore  lay 
hold  of  it. 

A  good  profession.  At  his  baptism.  Com¬ 
pare  lleb.  x.  23  ;  1  Pet.  iii.  21 

The  primitive  profession  made  at  baptism 
involved  two  main  points  : 

1.  The  solemn  renunciation  of  Satan  : 

2.  The  declaration  of  faith  in  Christ. 

“The  good  profession”  of  faith  in  Christ; 

the  confession  which  every  servant  of  Christ 
must  make  on  entering  his  service,  or  pro¬ 
fessing  it  when  called  upon  so  to  do — Al¬ 
ford. 

Before  many  witnesses.  In  public,  before 
the  world  ;  and  at  many  times  when  called 
upon  to  “stand  up  for  Jesus”  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  enemies  or  friends  ;  before  minis¬ 
ters,  teachers,  friends,  the  whole  visible  and 
invisible  church  ;  nay,  before  the  Lord  and 
his  angels.— Lange. 

13.  I  give  thee  charge.  A  solemn  com¬ 
mand  and  exhortation  founded  on  authority 
from  God  and  his  own  personal  experience. 

In  the  sight  of  God.  God  looking  on,  wit¬ 
nessing,  recording,  and  ready  with  his  en¬ 
couragement  and  reward. 

The  apostle,  having  reminded  Timothy  of 
the  confession  he  made  “in  the  sight  of 
many  witnesses,”  now  gives  him  charge,  in 
the  face  of  a  more  tremendous  presence,  “in 
the  sight  of  God,”  &c  ,  nut  to  disgrace  it  by 
failing  to  keep  the  commandment  which  the 
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gospel  imposes  on  tbe  Christian. — Ellicot. 

Who  quickeneth  all  things.  Maketh  them 
alive,  is  the  source  of  life.  There  is  most 
probably  a  reference  to  eternal  life.— Al¬ 
ford. 

Perhaps  he  means  to  say  that  as  God  is 
the  source  of  life,  natural  and  spiritual,  he 
had  a  right  to  require  that  it  should  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  his  service  — Barnes. 

Who  before  Pontius  Pilate  witnessed.  The 
reference  is  to  the  fact  that  the  Lord  Jesus 
standing  at  the  bar  of  Pilate  did  not  shrink 
from  an  open  avowal  of  the  truth. — Bares. 

That  our  Lord’s  confession  was  made  in 
the  midst  of  danger,  and  with  death  before 
him,  is  a  powerful  argument  to  firmness  for 
his  servant  in  his  own  confession. — Alford. 

Our  Lord  gave  testimony  before  Pilate  to 
his  own  person  and  to  the  truth,  (see  John 
xviii.),  sealing  it  with  his  blood. 

14.  Keep  this  commandment.  Which 
Paul  had  given  Timothy  in  this  epistle,  and 
also  the  general  precepts  of  the  apostle  aft°r 
which  our  lives  and  thoughts  must  be  regu¬ 
lated. 

Without  spot.  Without  stain  or  blemish. 
Perfectly  pure. 

Unrebukable.  So  that  none  can  justly  re¬ 
proach  or  find  fault  with  the  way  it  is  kept. 
Both  these  words  belong  to  “command¬ 
ment.” 

Until  the  appearing  of  our  Lord.  The 
great  day  when  Christ  is  to  come  to  judge 
the  world  in  righteousness,  and  speaks  his 
“Well  done,  good  and  faithful,”  to  those 
who  have  done  well.  * 

In.  Which.  'Ike  appearing  mentioned 
in  the  last  verse. 

In  his  times.  In  the  proper  appointed 
times,  unknown  to  Paul  or  any  one.  Bengel 
remarks  the  plural,  which  seem  to  imply 
long  spaces  of  time. 

The  plural  implies  successive  stages  in 
the  manifestation  of  the  kingdom  of  God 
each  having  its  appropriate  time,  the  regu¬ 
lating  principle  and  knowledge  of  which 
rests  with  the  Father  (cli.  ii.  6  ;  2  Tim.  i.  9  ; 
Tit.  i.  3  ;  Ileb.  i.  1). — J.  F.  and  B. 

Shall  show.  The  appearing  of  Christ  is 
a  mighty  sign  and  wonder  displayed  by  God. 

Blessed.  Who  has  in  himself  alone  the 
source  of  the  highest  joy. 

He  is  the  source  of  blessing  to  his  people 
at  Christ’s  appearing,  whence  flows  tlieir 
blessed  hope.  2.  Tim.  i.  11  ;  Tit.  ii.  13. — 
J.  F.  and  B. 


Only  Potentate.  The  one  who  alone  has} 
and  exercises  power. 

The  only  supreme  ruler,  and  in  distinc¬ 
tion  from  all  idols. 

King  of  kings,  &c.  The  idea  is  that  all 
the  sovereigns  of  the  earth  are  under  his 
sway,  that  none  of  them  can  prevent  the  ac¬ 
complishment  of  his  purposes. — Barnes. 

In  Rev.  xvii.  14,  xix.  16,  these  titles  are 
applied  to  the  Son  ;  but  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  they  here  refer  to  God  the  Father,. 

16.  Who  only  hith  immortality.  God  is 
said  only  to  have  immortality,  because  he 
hath  it  not  by  the  will  of  another,,  as  the 
rest  who  possess  it,  but  of  his  own  proper 
essence. — Justin  Martyr. 

He  is  the  source  of  immortality  to  all  who 
a  e  partakers  of  it. — Olshausen. 

He  alone  possesses  it  of  himself;  a'l  otb„ 
ers  derive  it  from  him.  He  alone  is  lifted 
above  all  changing  things. 

Dwelling  in  light.  Possessor  of  the  light, 
as  he  is  of  the  life. — Lange. 

The  source  of  light  to  the  universe  ;  noth¬ 
ing  to  hide,  no  deeds  of  darkness,  and  only 
hidden  because  the  light  is  too  great  for 
mortal  eyes  to  see. 

Which  no  man  hath  seen  or  can  see.  A 
description  of  the  invisible  nature  of  God, 
which  includes  also  the  idea  that  he  is  in¬ 
comprehensible. — Lange. 

In  this  sublime  image  God  is  represented 
as  it  were,  dwelling  in  an  atmosphere  of 
light,  surrounded  by  glories  which  no  cre¬ 
ated  nature  can  ever  approach,  no  mortal 
eye  may  ever  contemplate. — Ellicott. 

Even  the  partial  display  to  Saul  at  Da¬ 
mascus  blinded  him. 

“  Of  that  divine  glory  mentioned  in  the 
Scriptures,  there  is  one  degree  which  the 
eye  of  the  prophets  were  able  to  explore  ; 
another  which  all  the  Israelites  saw,  as  thd 
cloud  and  consuming  fire ;  the  third  is 
so  bright  and  so  dazzling  that  no  mortal  i« 
able  to  comprehend  it,  but,  should  any  onp 
venture  to  look  on  it, his  whole  frame  would 
be  dissolved. — Rabbi  Jehudah. 

To  whom  be  honor  and  power,  everlasting ; 
Amen.  This  expresses  his  hearty  Amen,, 
the  deep  desire  of  a  pious  heart,  that  al} 
might  be  to  God’s  glory  and  honor. 

The  Christian  does  not  merely  admit  tint 
doctrine,  but  it  finds  a  hearty  response  in 
his  bosom. — Barnes.  / 
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Learn  prom  this  Lesson  ; 

I.  How  little  the  happiness  even  of  this 
life  depends  on  outward  possessions  ; 

XL  How  much  better  it  is  to  be  poor  with 
Christ,  than  rich  with  the  world  ; 

III.  To  prize  the  true  riches,  Luke  xvi,  11. 
— Casey. 

Seeing  God.  “You  teach  me,'’  said  the 
emperor  Trajan  to  Rabbi  Joshua,  “that  your 
•God  is  everywhere,  and  boast  that  he  re¬ 
sides  in  your  nation.  I  should  like  to  see 
liim.” — “God’s  presence  is  indeed  every¬ 
where,”  said  the  rabbi,  “but  he  cannot  be 


seen  ;  no  mortal  eye  can  behold  his  glory.” 
The  emperor  insisted.  “  Well,”  said  Josh¬ 
ua,  “but  suppose  you  go  first  and  look  at 
one  of  his  ambassadors.”  The  rabbi  took 
him  into  the  open  air,  and  bade  him  look  at 
the  sun,  then  blazing  in  meridian  splendor. 
“I  cannot  see,”  said  Trajan:  “the  light 
dazzles  me.”  Then  said  Rabbi  Joshua, 
“  Thou  art  unable  to  bear  the  light  of  one 
of  his  creatures  :  how,  then,  couldst  thou 
look  upon  the  Creator?  The  sight  would 
annihilate  thee.” — Foster’s  Cyclopaedia. 


QUESTIONS. 


C.  What  does  Panl  say  is  great  gain  ? 
What  is  Godliness  ? 

7.  What  reason  for  contentment  is  given  ‘ 
What  reason  is  stated  in  Heb.  xiii.  5? 

8.  With  what  should  we  be  content? 

9.  What  dangers  are  encountered  by  those 

that  will  be  rich  ? 

How  does  Christ  state  this?  Matthew 
xiii.  22. 

10.  What  is  the  root  of  all  evil? 

What  results  of  covetousness  are  named? 

11.  "What  is  our  duty  concerning  these 

things  ? 

How  is  this  expressed  in  the  Golden 
Text? 


What  six  objects  to  follow  are  named  ? 
Explain  one  of  them. 

12.  What  fight  are  we  bidden  to  engage  in  ? 
What  did  Paul  afterwards  say  of  this 

fight?  2Tim.iv.  7. 

On  what  should  we  lay  hold  ? 

What  profession  is  here  mentioned  ? 

13.  What  charge  does  the  apostle  give  ? 
Before  whom  was  this  charge  made? 

14.  What  event  is  spoken  of  in  this  verse? 

15.  What  names  are  given  to  Christ? 

16.  What  is  said  of  bis  dwelling-place? 
Who  will  dwell  with  him  there  ?  John 

xviii.  24. 


LESSON  XII.— SEPT.  21.—  HE  CHRISTIAN  CITIZEN. 
Titus  iii.  1-9.  Golden  Text. — Matt.  xxii.  21. 


1  Put  them  in  mind  to  be  subject  to  prin¬ 
cipalities  and  powers,  to  obey  magistrates,  to 
be  ready  to  every  good  work, 

2  To  speak  evil  of  no  man,  to  be  no  brawl¬ 
ers,  but  gentle,  showing  all  meekness  unto  all 
men. 

8  For  we  ourselves  also  were  sometimes  fool¬ 
ish.  disobedient,  deceived,  serving  divers  lusts 
aud  pleasures,  living  in  malice  and  envy,  hate¬ 
ful,  and  hating  one  another. 

4  But  after  that  the  kindness  and  love  of 
God  onr  Savior  toward  man  appeared, 

5  Not  by  works  of  righteousness  which  we 
have  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  saved 


tis,  bv  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  renew¬ 
ing  of  the  Holy  Ghost 

6  Which  he  shed  on  us  abundantly  through 
Jefsus  Christ  our  Savior  , 

7  That,  being  justified  by  his  grace,  we 
should  be  made  heirs  according  to  the  hope  of 
eternal  life. 

8  This  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  these  things 
I  will  that  thou  affirm  constantly,  that  they 
which  have  believed  in  God  might  be  careful 
to  mantain  good  works.  These  things  are  good 
and  profitable  unto  men. 

9  But  avoid  foolish  questions,  and  geneal¬ 
ogies  and  contentions,  and  striving  about  the 
law  ;  for  they  are  unprofitable  and  vain. 


GOLDEN  TEXT. — Render  therefore  unto  Caesar  the  things  which  are  Caesar’s,  and 
unto  God  the  things  that  are  God’s.  Matt.  xxii.  21. 
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PARAPHRAS1 

1  Put  tlie  Cretians  in  mind  of  wliat  I 
have  taught  them  ;  namely,  to  be  subject  to 
the  goverment  and  powers  established  in 
Crete  ;  to  obey  magistrates  though  they  be 
heathens ;  to  be  ready  to  perform  every 
good  work  enjoined  by  the  laws  of  their 
country ; 

2  To  speak  evil’of  no  one  on  account  of  his 
nation  or  religion,  to  be  no  fighters,  but  of 
an  equitable  disposition,  and  to  show  the 
greatest  meekness  to  all  men,  even  to  ene¬ 
mies, 

3  This  behavior,  towards  those  who  pro¬ 
fess  false  religions,  becometh  us  .Tews  :  For 
even  we  ourselves  were  formerly  foolish  in 
our  notions  of  religion,  and  in  observing  the 
traditions  of  the  fathers,  disobedient  to  God 
erring  from  the  truth,  slavishly  serving 
divers  inordinate  desires  and  pleasures, living 
in  malice  and  envy,  hated  by  the  Gentiles, 
and  hating  one  another. 

4  But  when  the  goodness  and  philan¬ 
thropy  of  God  our  Savior  shone  forth  to  all 
mankind,  through  the  preaching  of  tliegos, 
pel, 

5  He  saved  us  Jews  from  the  miserable 
and  wicked  state  in  which  we  were  living, 
not  on  account  of  any  works  of  righteous- 
ness  which  we  had  done  under  the  law  to 
merit  such  a  deliverance,  but  in  prosecution 


ANALYSIS  OF 

Instructions  to  Titus  in  regard  to  his 
Pastoral  Office. 

I.  The  remindings  which  he  was  to  ad¬ 
dress  to  his  hearers, 

1.  In  regard  to  magistrates  ;  1. 

2.  In  regard  to  all  men  ;  2. 

II.  The  reasons  why  this  should  be  done, 
that  they  might  be  saved  : 

1.  The  sinners  that  are  to  be  saved. 

For  we,  &c.,  3. 

2.  The  means  employed  for  their  salva¬ 

tion.  The  kindness  and  love  of 
God.  &c.,  4. 

3.  The  prevailing  cause  ; 

a.  What  was  not  the  cause.  Not  by 

works,  &c.,5. 

b.  What  the  cause  was.  But  his  sav¬ 

ing  mercy. 

4.  The  work  of  salvation  itself.  He 

saved  us ; 


1  OF  THE  TEXT. 

of  his  own  merciful  purpose,  which  he  ac¬ 
complished  through  the  bath  of  regenera¬ 
tion,  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

6.  Which  he  poured  out  on  us  richly,  in 
his  various  gifts  at  our  conversion,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Savior,  who  procured 
these  gifts  for  men : 

7.  That  being  delivered,  by  the  mere 
favor  of  God,  from  the  wickedness  and 
misery  of  our  former  state,  we  might  he 
made  children  and  heirs,  agreeably  to  the 
hope  of  eternal  life  given  us  by  the  promise 
of  God. 

8.  This  doctrine,  that  men  are  justified 
and  made  heirs  merely  by  God's  grace,  is 
true  ;  yet,  concerning  these  heirs,  I  com¬ 
mand  thee  strongly  to  affirm,  that  they  who 
have  believed  in  God  should  take  care  to 
promote  good  wroi'k?.  These  are  the  things 
honorable  and  profitable  to  men  :  They  are 
good  for  others,  as  making  them  happy  ; 
and  most  profitable  to  one’s  self,  as  produc¬ 
tive  of  happiness  both  here  and  hereafter. 

9.  But  the  frivolous  questions  proposed 
by  the  Judaizers,  and  the  genealogies  by 
which  they  pretend  to  prove  individuals 
rightly  descended  from  Abraham,  and  their 
strifes  and  fightings  about  the  law,  resist ; 
for  they  are  unprofitable,  and  destitute  of 
foundation. — YT  Knight. 


THE  LESSON. 

5.  The  means,  Baptism, 

a.  Wliat  it  is,  Baptism  of’Regenera 
tion ; 

b.  Who  works  in  this,  the  Holy  Ghost; 

(1)  His  designation,  The  Holy  Ghost 

(2)  His  outpouring  ; 

(a)  How  this  was  accomplished. 
Shed  on  us  abundantly,  0. 

(b)  For  wliat  purpose  He  was 
poured  out  ; 

[1]  Stated,  Justified  by  faith, 
&c.  7. 

[2J  Emphasized,  This  is  a 
faithful.  &c.  8. 

.  What  he  should  avoid,  Foolish  ques¬ 
tions  ; 

1.  The  directions,  But  avoid  foolish 
questions ;  • 

2.  The  reasou,  They  are  unprofitable 
and  vain. — Starke. 
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LESSON 

We  learned  last  week  of  the  duty  of  every 
Christian  to  live  for  God  and  like  God  :  a 
contented  and  thankful  life  ;  to  flee  from 
the  dangers  and  temptations  which  overtake 
those  who  strive  to  be  rich  in  this  world  ; 
and  to  follow  after  righteousness  and  the 
things  which  make  us  rich  in  the  sight  of 
God.  But  this  does  not  mean  that  we  are  to 
forget  or  neglect  any  of  our  duties  in  this 
life,  and  we  have  some  of  those  duties  in 
the  lesson  before  us. 

Our  lesson  to-day  is  called  The  Chris¬ 
tian  Citizen,  and  is  to  teach  us  that  God 
expects  every  child  of  his  to  live  for  the 
good  of  others.  Verse  one  teaches  our  duty 
to  our  rulers  and  our  government ;  that  we 
.should  obey  all  good  laws,  and  honor  those 
who  are  in  authority.  A  Christian  citizen 
should  love  Ills  country  and  rejoice  in  its 
prosperity ;  should  help  enforce  the  laws, 
and  ‘‘he  ready  to  every  good  work.”  Verse 
2  teaches  us ‘‘to  speak  evil  of  no  man;' 
that  we  should  not  be  finding  fault  with 
others,  but  by  our  own  gentleness  and  meek- 


STORY. 

ness,  set  them  an  example,  so  if  they  are 
doing  wrong,  they  may  be  ashamed  and  be 
converted  to  the  truth.  Verse  3  tells  us 
that  once  we  were  like  them,  selfish  and 
hateful,  but  as  we  were  won  by  -‘the  kind¬ 
ness  and  love  of  God  our  Savior,”  and  made 
gentle  and  good ;  so  by  our  kindness  and 
love  to  men.  our  respect  for  our  rulers,  and 
our  obedience  to  the  laws  of  our  country,  we 
are  to  win  men  “to  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  truth  that  they  may  be  saved.”  There 
are  plenty  of  fault-finders  in  the  world ; 
plenty  of  cross  and  selfish  people;  and  God 
wants  all  who  love  him  to  let  their  light 
shine  before  men  ;  to  walk  even  as  the  Sa¬ 
vior  walked  on  earth.  No  one  is  made  bet¬ 
ter  by  scolding,  but  the  world  needs  and 
wants  the  true  light  of  loving  and  holy  life 
shining  out  clearly  everywhere.  Verse  8- 
says  we  must  teach  this  truth  constantly 
“that  they  which  have  believed  in  God 
might  be  careful  to  maintain,  good  works.” 
— W.  B.  Jacobs. 


BLACKBOARD  ENERGISES. 


The  cross  represents  faith  in  Jesus, 
the  flag  loyalty,  the  swore,  justice,  the 
torch  the  Christian  light  through  life 
the  Bible  our  guide  which  will  give  us 
a  citizenship  in  heaven.  The  following 
lines  by  Rev.  Joel  Swartz,  I>.  D.  will 
he  appropriate  for  my  illustration  : 

A  two-fold  loyalty  we  own, 

A  two-fold  banner  bear. 

One  Lord  of  kings  and  lords. 

Whose  throne  and  honors  we  may  share; 
And  Ciesar,  who  may  bear  the  sword. 
At  once  our  servant  and  our  Lord. 
Around  the  cross  the  flag  we  twine. 
While  both  to  us  are  dear. 

The  one  we  love  from  love  divine, 

The  other  we  revere. — C.  F.  Lindig 
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EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 


Titus,  to  -whom  this  letter  was  written,  is 
not  mentioned  by  name  in  Acts.  He  was  a 
Gentile,  converted  under  the  preaching  of 
Paul  (Gal.  ii,  1,  3 ;  Titus  i.  4  ).  He  was  a 
companion  and  fellow-laborer  with  Paul,  one 
greatly  beloved  (2  Cor.  ii.  23),  and  the 
bearer  of  the  second  letter  to  the  Corinthi¬ 
ans  (2  Cor.  viii.  16,  17,  23).  “  He  was  lo¬ 

cated  in  Crete,  subsequent  to  Paul’s  first 
imprisonment,  and  shortly  before  the  sec¬ 
ond  imprisonment.  Tradition  represents 
him  to  have  died  in  Crete,  at  an  advanced 
age.” 

Crete. — “The  island  where  Titus  was 
located,  now  Candia  in  the  Mediterranean, 
is  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles  long, 
and  from  six  to  thirty-five  miles  wide.  It 
was  anciently  celebrated  for  its  hundred 
cities.  Many  of  the  fables  of  mythology  laid 
their  scenes  in  Crete  ”  In  the  days  of  Paul 
the  Cretans  had  an  unenviable  reputation, 
and  their  modern  descendants  are  said  by 
travelers  to  be  no  better.  They  are  even 
said  to  be  “the  worst  characters  in  the  Le¬ 
vant.” 

The  Epistle  to  Titus. — “  When  and  by 
whom  these  churches  were  founded  is  quite 
uncertain.  In  Acts  ii,  11,  they  are  enumer¬ 
ated  among  those  who  heard  the  utterance 
of  the  Spirit  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  and  it 
is  probable  that  these  churches  owed  their 
origin  to  the  return  of  individuals  from  con¬ 
tact  with  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel.”  It 
is  supposed  this  letter  was  written  from 
Ephesus,  A.  D.  67.  The  letter  concerns 
order,  which  Titus  was  to  maintain.  There 
were  many  churches,  and  Titus  was  to  see 
that  elders  were  ordained,  and  the  churches 
duly  instructed.  Chapter  ii.  contains  direc¬ 
tions  for  doctrine  and  life,  and  verses  11-14 
are  an  admirable  statement  of  tlie  former. 
Chapter  iii.  brings  the  subject  of  our  lesson 
before  us,  and  it  may  be  stated  as.  follows  : 
A  Christian  is  one  who  lias  become  a  citizen 
of  another  country,  and  one  who  owes  his 
allegiance  first  to  the  King  of  kings.  He 
cannot  therefore  be  under  obligation  to  obey 
any  law  that  is  contrary  to  the  law  of  God 
(Acts  iv.  19  ;  v.  29).  When  we  cannot  obey 
the  laws  because  they  are  against  the  laws 
of  God,  we  are  to  bear  as  Christians  the 
penalties  imposed  upon  us,  even  as  did  the 


Apostles.  But  in  the  discharge  of  all  duties 
consistent  with  God’s  law,  the  Christian 
should  be  first.  His  example  should  be  such 
as  to  commend  his  profession.  But  we  are 
always  to  live  as  citizens  of  heaven,  and  pil¬ 
grims  on  the  earth. — Jacobs. 

1.  Put  them  in  mind.  The  duty  was  well 
known  and  recognized,  but  might  he  for¬ 
gotten. 

The  Cretans  were  an  insubordinate  peo¬ 
ple.  Perhaps  this  was  the  special  reason 
for  the  injunction,  hut  similar  ones  occur  in 
other  epistles. 

Crete  was  subjected  to  Rome  B.  C.  67.  It 
was  essential  that  tlie  early  church  should 
feel  itself  a  religious,  not  a  political  confed¬ 
eracy,  and  that  the  Romish  government 
should  have  no  pretext  for  confounding  it 
with  the  Jews,  who  never  heartily  recog¬ 
nized  the  lawfulness  of  obedience  to  Caesar. 

To  be  subject  to.  Or,  “  submit  themselves 
to,”  not  implying  servile  subjections,  hut 
proper  obedience. 

Principalities.  Government. 

Powers.  Authority. 

These  two  words  here  include  all  consti¬ 
tuted  governors,  but  it  seems  impossible  to 
discriminate  between  them.  (“Principali¬ 
ties”  frequently  means  an  order  of  angels.) 

The  civil  government  especially  of  Rome, 
under  whose  dominion  Crete  now  was. 

The  words  “to  be  subject”  denotes  that, 
kind  of  submission  which  soldiers  render  to 
their  officers. 

It  implies  subordination;  a  willingness  to 
occupy  our  proper  place,  to  yield  to  the  au¬ 
thority  of  those  over  us — Barnes. 

To  obey  magistrates.  Or,  simply,  “to  be 
obedient.”  This  is  the  external  act  which- 
springs  from  the  submissive  disposition  just 
enjoined. 

To  be  ready  to  every  good  work.  Meaning^ 
in  the  connection,  those  good  works,  espe¬ 
cially,  which  the  government  demands  of 
subjects  ;  so  that  the  intimation  is  here 
given,  at  least  indirectly,  that  if  the  demand 
of  the  government  is  in  conflict  with  God’s 
will,  the  duty  of  obedieuce  ceases.  Compare 
Acts  v.  50. — Van  Oosterzee. 

Tlie  Christian  must  show  that  to  be  a 
good  Christian  is  to  be  a  good  citizen  ;  the 
better  Christian,  the  better  citizen.  It  re- 
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gards  doing  good  in  all  kinds,  and  on  every 
occasion  that  may  offer.  Mere  liarmlessness, 
or  good  words  and  good  meaning  only,  are 
not  enough  without  good  works. — Henry. 

2.  To  speak  evil  of  no  man.  Those  dis¬ 
obedient  to  rulers  are  apt  to  be  slanderers. 
The  word  “speak  evil”  is  literally  “blas¬ 
pheme,”  which  originally  meant  to  speak 
evil  either  of  man  or  of  God  ;  the  latter 
sense  becoming  the  usual  one. 

We  are  not  to  slander,  revile,  or  defame 
any  one  ;  we  are  not  to  say  anything  to  any 
one  or  of  any  one,  which  will  do  him  injury; 
we  are  never  to  utter  anything  which  we 
know  to  be  false  about  him,  or  to  give  such 
a  coloring  to  his  words  or  conduct  as  to  do 
him  wrong  in  any  way. — Barnes. 

No  brawlers.  Not  quarrelsome,  not  at¬ 
tacking  others. 

Gentle.  Towards  those  who  attack  us, 
yielding,  considerate,  not  urging  one’s  right 
to  the  uttermost,  but  forbearing  and  kindly. 
J.  F.  and  B. 

The  Cretans  were  far  from  being  such 
persons,  we  are  told  by  ancient  authors. 
The  explanation  just  given  shows  what  gen¬ 
tleman  should  mean. — Riddle. 

“Meekness”  is  a  distinctively  Christian 
grace,  springing  from  the  proper  attitude  of 
the  soul  toward  God  and  his  dealings  ;  it 
leads  to  mildness  toward  others,  and  is  al¬ 
ways  joined  with  lowliness  of  mind. — Rid¬ 
dle. 

8.  For  we  ourselves.  Since  we  Chris¬ 
tians  were  such  (as  verse  3  describes),  and 
yet  received  the  kindness  and  love  of  God 
our  Savior,  we  ought  to  be  forbearing  and 
meek  toward  others. 

Also.  Like  the  unconverted  about  them. 
“Because  we  were  once,  as  the  thief  said  to 
his  fellow,  in  the  same  condemnation.’  — 
Tiieophylact. 

Such  a  picture  does  the  apostle  hold  up 
before  the  Cretans  of  their  former  state.  In 
their  uncharitable  contemprt  of  their  neigh¬ 
bors  they  seem  to  have  quite  forgotten  that 
it  is  their  own  previous  character  which 
they  now  find  in  those  who  are  not  Chris¬ 
tians. — Olshausen. 

Foolish.  Without  understanding  of  spir¬ 
itual  things  ;  compare  Eph.  iv.  18. 

Unwise,  although  we  thought  ourselves 
Wise,  not  understanding  the  will  of  God  out 
Of  his  word. 


Disobedient,  as  a  result  of  our  foolishness’ 
wTe  were  disobedient,  not  to  magistrates, 
hut  to  God. 

Deceived.  Erring,  going  astray  from  the 
truth,  both  as  to  doctrine  and  morals. 

Erring,  wandering  from  the  right  way. 
In  consequence  of  ignorance  not  knowing 
the  right  way  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  un¬ 
belief  and  obstinacy,  not  choosing  to  know 
it.  There  are  none  so  blind  as  those  who 
will  not  see. — A.  Clarke. 

Every  one  who  is  converted  feels  that  be¬ 
fore  his  conversion  he  was  deceived  as  to 
the  comparative  value  of  things  (as  to  the 
enjoyment  of  pleasure,  &c.)Barnes. — 

Serving  divers  lusts.  Slaves  to  desires, 
mainly  of  a  sensual  character. 

And  pleasures.  Sensual  pleasures,  intent 
only  on  the  gratification  of  every  sense  ;  liv¬ 
ing  like  the  brutes,  having  no  rational,  spir¬ 
itual  objects  worthy  the  pursuit  of  au  im¬ 
mortal  being. — A.  Clarke. 

They  are  styled  “divers.”  I  think,  be¬ 
cause  the  lusts  by  which  the  carnal  man  is 
driven  to  and  fro  are  like  adverse  waves, 
which,  in  dashing  against  each  other,  turn 
him  hither  and  thither,  so  that  almost  every 
moment  he  shifts  and  changes. — Calvin. 

Living  in  malice  and  envy.  Not  a  mo¬ 
mentary  state,  but  the  steady  direction  of 
the  life  ;  a  life  whose  ruling  disposition  is 
malice  (all  kinds  of  evil)  and  envy  (displea¬ 
sure  at  the  prosperity  of  others). — Lange. 

Hateful.  Deserving  to  be  hated  ;  worthy 
of  abhorrence. 

Hating  one  another.  No  brotherly  love 
when  others  came  in  conflict  with  their  sel¬ 
fishness. 

Some  of  the  Greek  moralists  expressed 
a  dissolute  and  sensual  life  by  nearly  the 
same  expressions  as  those  employed  by  the 
apostle.  Plutarch  in  “Prsecept.  Conjug.,” 
and  Josephus  in  “Antiquities,”  15,  4. — A. 
Clarke. 

It  is  true  that  each  person  is  not  equally 
chargeable  with  every  vice,  but,  seeing  that 
all  are  slaves  of  wicked  desires,  Paul  em¬ 
braces  in  a  general  statement  all  the  fruits 
fhat  are  anywhere  produced  by  unbelief. — 
Calvin. 

4.  The  kindness.  Goodness,  benevolence 
and  love  toward  man.  The  source  of  our 
salvation  is  in  the  kindness  and  love  of  God. 
Christ  did  not  die  to  make  God  love  us,  hut 
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because  God  loved  us :  therefore  Christ 
came  to  ilie  for  us.  ‘‘God  so  loved  the 
wo'ld.'’  Are. 

God  our  Savior.  Our  Savior  God  ;  the 
triune  God.  Father.  Son.  and  Holy  Spirit, 
■with  one  infinite  love  to  man.  is  the  source 
of  our  salvation. 

Appeared.  Was  manifested.  Tt  was  al¬ 
ways  in  God's  heart.  It  was  mam  e-ted  in 
Christ,  and  in  its  effect  in  the  salvation  of 
those  who  believe. 

This  passage  sets  forth  the  independent 
but  combined  actions  of  the  Persons  of  the 
blessed  Trinity  in  the  work  of  man's  salva¬ 
tion.  The  fountain-head  of  this  salvation 
is  the  love  of  the  Father.  This  love  of  the 
father  flows  down  to  us  through  the  Son, 
and  the  sinner  is  renewed  and  sanctified  by 
the  Holv  Spirit. 

5.  Not  by  works  of  right eov»nes  \  This 
salvation  is  not  by  virtue  (of  anyihiny  we 
have  done),  ‘’out  of,”  as  the  ground  out  of 
which  an  act  springs. — Alford. 

Those  described  in  v.  3  could  not  possibly 
have  works  of  righteousness  to  plead  :  there¬ 
fore.  if  saved  at  all.  they  must  be  saved  by 
merev. — A  .  C larke. 

Which  we  have  done.  Which  we  ourselves 
did.  God’s  kiudiiess  was  not  prompted  by 
any  foreseen  goodness  on  our  part.— Riddle. 

But  according  to  his  mercy.  His  love  and 
compassion  for  the  guilty.  No  man  can 
claim  salvation  by-  right.  Its  source  is  in 
the  infinite  love  of  God  ;  and  there  every 
saved  person  loves  to  place  the  glory. 

Saved  us  Saved  us  from  sin.  not  in  sin, 
nor  with  sin.  Saved  those  who  believe,  all 
who  are  saved.  Although  the  enjoyment  of 
salvation  is  still  incomplete,  yet  its  posses¬ 
sion  is  assured  and  sealed  the  moment  we 
come  into  union  with  Christ  by  faith. — 
Lange. 

The  salvation  is  spoken  of  as  past,  since 
union  with  Christ  is  salvation,  though  not 
complete  redemption.  We  are  saved  the 
moment  we  believe,  though  the  processes  of 
sanctification  are  to  be  wrought  out  in  this 
world,  and  full  salvation  of  soul  and  body 
will  come  only  at  the  resurrection.—  Riddle. 

The  Washing,  the  bath-font,  or  laver.  The 
same  word  is  used  in  Eph.  v.  26. 

Of  regeneration,  of  the  new,  or  second 
birth.  Paul  means  baptism,  by  which  con¬ 
verts  passed  into  the  new  condition,  since 


they  ceased  to  belong  to  the  heathen  world 
and  became  members  of  the  clime’', — Oa- 
key. 

Those  to  whom  Paul  wrote  were  baptized 
on  their  own  confession  of  faith  -(See  Acts 
vifi.  26).  Hence  it  was  the  outward  sign  of 
regeneration,  and  the  visible  seal  of  God’s 
acceptance. 

As  regards  children,  baptism  is  a  sign  and 
seal  of  the  covenant,  a  visible  pledge  of 
God’s  promise  to  parents,  and  of  the  par¬ 
ents'  faith  in  God.  It  does  not  emivey  grace 
to  the  little  ones,  but  it  pledges  it  :  and  it 
virtually  pledges  the  children  to  cleave  unto 
the  God  of  their  fathers,  just  as  it  pledges 
the  parents  to  train  the  children  for  God. — 
Rtddle. 

Renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  Holy 
Ghost  is  the  efficient  cause  of  the  renewing. 
This  may  be  regarded  as  the  continued  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  new  life  which  begins  with  re¬ 
generation. 

At  tnat  time  baptism  brought  about  a 
change  of  state,  the  Spirit  a  change  of  heart. 
By  baptism  men  entered  the  outward,  by 
the  Spirit  the  inward,  kingdom  of  God. 
John  lii.  5. 

Ghost-  is  the  old  English  for  a  spirit.  Al¬ 
though  the  Spirit  of  God  be  of  infinite,  es¬ 
sential  and  original  holiness,  yet  I  conceive 
he  is  rather  called  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  the 
Spirit  of  holiness  (Rom.  i.  4),  because  it  is 
liis  particular  office  to  sanctify  or  make  us 
holy. — Bp.  Pearson. 

Regeneration  is  one  great  primary  work 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Renewal  is  a  process 
continually  repeated.  Regeneration  is  the 
imparting  of  the  first  breath  of  spiritual 
life.  Renewal  is  the  ceaseless  reparation  of 
the  spiritual  life  as  it  is  wasted  and  weak¬ 
ened  by  contact  with  the  world.  Without 
this  gracious  renewal  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
our  regeneration  will  not  profit  us. — Anon. 

6.  Which  he  shed  abundantly.  Namely, 
the  Holy  Ghost  he  poured  out  abundantly. 

The  ricli  gifts  of  the  Spirit  at  Pentecost 
and  in  revivals  is  but  a  type  and  manifesta¬ 
tion  ol  the  abundant  gift  of  the  Spirit  to 
every  Christian  at  all  times,  more  than  he 
has  room  to  receive. 

Through  Jesus  Christ  our  Savior.  Ti^e 
Spirit  is  poured  out  by  the  Father,  through 
Jesus  Christ.  For  his  sake,  through  his 
mediation  and  intercession. 
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In  verse  4  the  Father  is  spoken  of  as 
“  our  Savior, ”  here  Jesus  Christ.  The  Fa¬ 
ther  is  the  author  of  our  salvation  ;  the  Son 
the  Mediator  of  it  ;  the  Spirit  the  efficient 
cause  of  it  in  the  case  of  each. 

7.  Being  justified.  Treated  as  just.  Ac¬ 
quitted  from  the  guilt  and  punishment  of 
sin,  and  thus  received  again  into  the  favor 
and  friendship  of  God. — Lang  e. 

Bij  Ms  grace.  That  is,  by  God  the  Fath¬ 
er’s  grace,  the  whole  plan  of  Salvation  is  of 
the  Father’s  grace.  lie  is  the  principal 
cause  of  our  justification,  the  Son  is  the 
meritorious  cause.  We  thus  distinguish, 
but  may  not  divide,  any  more  than  we  can 
divide  the  persons  of  the  Trinity. 

We  should  he  made  heirs.  The  result  of 
salvation  is  that  we  should  become  heirs  of 
God,  because  we  are  his  children.  Romans 
viii.  18. 

According  to  the  hope  of  eternal  life.  We 
become  heirs  in  accordance  with  the  hope 
of  eternal  life,  our  heritage  is  as  full  as  our 
lxope  of  eternal  life,  the  hope  will  not  disap¬ 
point. 

Of  eternal  life.  The  life  of  God  implanted 
in  us  ;  the  holy,  true,  joyful  life  which  does 
not  destroy  the  soul,  but  abides  and  grows 
forever  ;  not  merely  eternal  existence,  but 
holy,  happy  existence  as  given  by  God. 

8.  This  is  a  faithful  saying ,  or,  “faithful 
is  the  saying.”  A  phrase  which  occurs  only 
in  the  pastoral  epistles  (compare  1  Tim.  i. 
15,  iii.  1,  iv.  9  ;  2  Tim.  ii.  11).  “Faithful” 
in  this  form  means  “trustworthy,”  worthy 
of  belief.  It  here  refers  to  what  precedes 
(verses  4-7). 

That  which  had  just  been  uttered  is  faith¬ 
ful,  fully  worthy  of  belief,  trustworthy. 

What  I  have  written  concerning  the  love 
of  God — regeneration,  eternal  life — is  no  idle 
speculation,  like  the  foolish  questions  raised 
by  the  Jews,  but  it  is  the  truth.  And  I  will 
that  you  enforce  it,  in  order  that  its  sure  re¬ 
sults  may  appear,  namely,  good  works. 

Affirm  constantly.  The  apostle  desires 
with  such  earnestness  to  have  the  doctrine 
of  free  grace  preached,  because  it  is  the 
great  means  of  leading  sinners  to  holiness. 
— Lange. 

The  thought  is  of  strong  as  well  as  re¬ 
peated  affirmation  respecting  the  doctrines 
of  free  grace. 

Maintain  good  works.  The  good  works 
here  refer  not  merely  to  acts  of  benevolence 


and  charity,  hut  to  all  that  is  upright  and 
good,  to  an  honest  and  holy  life. — Barnes. 

It  was  not  to  be  a  hollow,  specious,  falsely 
ascetic,  and  sterile  Christianity,  but  one  that 
showed  itself  in  out  word  actions'-Ei.LicoTT. 

These  things.  All  included,  in  verses  4-8, 
or  more  exactly  the  command,  Affirm  con¬ 
stantly  respecting  these  things. 

Good  and  profitable.  Good  in  themselves, 
honorable,  beautiful,  and  they  promote  hap¬ 
piness  and  wellbeing. 

To  sum  up  :  Titus  was  to  preach  strongly 
and  repeatedly  the  doctrines  of  free  grace, 
because  this  preaching  was  good,  and  led 
men  to  holiness,  to  practical  Christianity 
(“good  works”).  It  appears,  then,  that  the 
most  unpractical  preaching  is  that  which  is 
not  “concerning  these  things”  (verse  4-7.) 

9.  Foolish  questions.  Curious  inquiries 
in  respect  to  things  which  are  of  no  conse¬ 
quence  to  the  Christian  faith  and  spiritual 
life,  and  are  even  at  hindrance  to  them.— 
Yan  Oosterzee. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  multitudes  of 
things  about  which  men  dispute  so  earnestly 
now. — Barnes. 

Genealogies.  Records  of  our  ancestors, 
from  whom  we  or  others  are  descended .  Not 
what  we  are,  but  what  bur  ancesters  were. 
The  Jews  kept  careful  genealogical  records 
which  in  the  lapse  of  centuries  would '  be¬ 
come  very  numerous  and  complicated. — 
Barnes. 

These  were  probably  the  leading  subjects 
of  the  foolish  questionings.  Allegories  were 
made  out  of  the  Old  Testament  genealogies. 
The  words  here  alluded  to  are  of  Jewish 
origin. — Riddle. 

Contentions.  The  natural  result  of  foolish 
questions  is  strife.  Most  church  and  de¬ 
nominational  quarrels  are  about  incidental 
and  sec m  l  iry  matters,  form  ?  mefch  >  1 less 
important  doctrines.  Nothing  will  cause 
more  wrangling  than  those  unimportant 
questions  which  can  never  be  settled. 

Strivings  about  the  law.  Controversies 
about  rites  and  ceremonies,  about  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  different  kinds  of  food,  and 
things  of  that  nature. — Calvin. 

Unprofitable  and  vain.  And  especialy  in 
a  sabbath-school  class.  Many  a  sabbath 
hour  is  spent  in  fruitless  discussion  of  points 
which  would  do  no  good  if  they  could  be 
settled.  And  all  these  take  the  place  of  the 
great  matters  of  true  doctrine,  of  faith  and 
love,  of  good  works. 
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I.  The  first  source  of  holiness  is  the  love 
of  God.  Because  God  himself  is  holy, 
his  love  is  a  holy  love. 

II.  The  secoud  source  of  holiness  is  the 
death  of  Christ.  He  died  to  make  us 
live  unselfishly  to  him,  gave  himself 
for  the  church,  that  she  might  have 
no  spot  or  wrinkle  remaining  to  mar 
her  beauty. 

III.  The  third  source  of  holiness  is  the  re¬ 
newing  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  gives 
us  a  new  heart  and  brings  us  into  a 
new  world. 

YI.  The  fourth  source  of  holiness  is  the  glo¬ 
rious  hope  of  the  Christian.  Eternal 
life  along  with  Christ  can  only  he  de¬ 
sired  by  holy  persons  and  enjoyed 
only  by  them. — Carey. 

We  are  Heirs,  as  God’s  Children. 

I.  Of  God’s  nature,  a  character  like  his  ; 


II.  Of  God’s  possessions,  our  heavenly 
home  and  all  its  glories  ; 

III.  Of  God’s  care  and  love,  as  ever  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  family. 

Good  Works,  though  not  superior  to 
Faith,  are  Necessary  with  regard  to 

I.  God,  that  his  authority  may  be  ac¬ 
knowledged,  and  his  supremacy  re¬ 
vered  ; 

II.  Our  neighbor,  they  show  the  reality  of 
religion  ; 

III.  Ourselves  : 

1.  ' The  only  legitimate  assurance  of  a 

state  of  future  salvation,  is  derived 
from  their  existence  and  appear¬ 
ance  ; 

2.  Even  in  this  life,  they  are  neecessary 

to  our  safety  and  advantage. — Or.. 
Litchfield. 


QUESTIONS. 


1.  To  w  hom  should  we  be  subject  ? 

How  is  this  stated  in  the  Golden  Text? 
Whom  sh<  uld  w  e  obey  ? 

What  is  said  in  1  Peter  ii.  13,  14? 

For  what  should  we  be  ready  ? 

What  is  said  about  doing  good  in  Gala¬ 
tians  vi.  10? 

2.  What  sins  of  the  tongue  should  we  avoid? 
How  is  this  urged  in  Eph.  iv.  31  ? 

What  is  said  of  gentleness  ? 

3.  What  sins  are  named  in  verse  3  ? 

4.  What  should  lead  us  to  forsake  sin  ? 


5.  By  what  are  we  saved  ? 

6.  Through  whom  is  the  Holy  Ghost  given 

to  us  ? 

7.  Of  what  are  we  heirs  ? 

What  is  said  in  Rom.  vii.  16, 17  ? 

8.  What  faithful  saying  is  here  given  ? 
What  are  we  to  maintain  ? 

What  should  accompany  our  works? 
James  ii.  17. 

W  hat  command  is  given  in  1  Cor.  xv.  58? 

9.  What  should  we  avoid? 

Why  should  we  avoid  them? 


LESSON.  NHL  THIRD  QUARTERLY  REVIEW. 

G-  JLDEN  TEXT. — The  path  of  the  just  is  as  the  shining  light.  Prov.  iv.  18. 
CENTRAL  •TRUTH. — This  life  is  the  Christian's  training  school  for  heaven. 


Where  was  Philippi? 

Who  planted  the  church  there? 

Who  wrote  the  Epistle  to  the  Philippians? 


THE  BOOKS 

ROMANS.  PHILIPPIANS. 

1  CORINTHIANS.  COLOSSIANS. 

2  CORINTHIANS.  1  TIIESSALONIANS. 

GALATIANS.  1  TIMOTHY. 

EPHESIANS.  TITUS. 

QUESTIONS  ON  THE  BOOKS. 
How  many  lessons  are  taken  from  the  Epis¬ 
tle  to  the  Rumans  V 
By  whom  was  that  letter  written  ? 

When ? — From  what  place? 

How  many  lessons  are  from  the  two  Epis¬ 
tles  to  the  Corinthians? 

When  were  these  probably  written? 

For  what  purpose  were  they  written? 

Which  lesson  is  Irom  the  Epistle  to  the  Ga¬ 
latians  ? 

By  whom  was  this  Epistle  written  ? 

W  hy  ? —  When  ? 

Who  wrote  the  epistle  to  the  Ephesians? 

To  what  other  Christians  was  it  probably 
addressed  ? 


From  what  place? 

By  whom  did  he  probably  send  it  to  Philippi? 

Give  the  title  of  the  lesson  in  Colossians  ? 

When  was  the  book  written? — By  whom  ? 

From  what  city  ? 

Who  founded  the  church  in  Thsssalonica  ? 

By  whom  was  he  accompanied  ? 

From  what  city  did  he  write  to  the  Thessa- 
lonians  ? 

Who  chose  Timothy  as  a  helper  in  the  Gos¬ 
pel  ministry  ? 

What  Epistles  did  he  write  to  him  ? 

Give  the  title  of  the  lesson  from  Timothy  ? 

From  which  Epistle  is  it  takeu  ? 

In  what  place  was  Titus  in  charge  of  a 
church  ? 

State  the  general  character  of  the  Cretans 
as  to  truthfulness. — Scholar’s  Hand- 
Book. 
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EXPLANATIONS  OF  BLACKBOARD. 


The  boy.'  represents  that  half  of  our  les¬ 
sons  are  gone,  and  we  have  again  taken  up 
new  lessons,  out  of  the  New  Testament. 
So  we  have  our-  !esson  arch  before  us,  with 
the  initials  of  each  lesson  for  the  quarter, 
with  places  beneath  where  the  lesson  can 
be  found  ;  the  Sun  represents  that  with  the 
lost  lesson  of  this  quarter,  three  fourths  of 
the  year  is  gone,  each  ray  points  to  a  lesson 
and  takes  Jesus  with  it,  and  also  centres  in 


Jesus.  The  lessons  are  divided  into  three 
parts  :  1  The  Life  :  2  Walk  and  work  ; 
3  Example  of  a  Christian.  The  first  four 
give  the  topics  of  the  lessons  ;  the  middle 
ones  the  central  truth  ;  the  last  four  the 
topics.  The  mountains  represent  that  we 
have  to  go  onward  and  upward.  May  these 
lessons  teach  us  a  nearness  to  God,  then  our 
path  will  he  a  shining  light. — C.  F.  Lindig. 


DAILY  READINGS. 


Fifth  Week. 

M.  Col  3:  16-25.  Practical  religion. 

To.  1  Pet.  3  :  7—22.  The  good  husband. 

W.  Pruv.  31  :  It -31  ,  The  good  wife. 

TIi.  Prov.  4  :  1-27.  The  good  son. 

F.  1  Pet.  2  :  18-23;  The  good  servant. 

S  Co).  4  :  1-6.  The  good  master. 

S  Prov.  27  :  1-10.  The  good  friend. 

First  Week. 

M.  1  The=s.  4  :  12-18.  Tie  coming  of  the  Lord. 
To-  1  Thess.  5  :  1-10'  Its  certainty. 

W.  Matt.  24  :  27-35  Its  signs. 

TIi.  Matt.  24  :  36-51.  Its  time  unknown. 

F.  Matt.  25  r  1-13.  Its  suddenness. 

S  Matt.  25  :  14-30.  Its  importance. 

3  Matt.  25  :  31-46.  Its  purpose. 

Second  Week. 

M  1  Tim.  6:1-16.  The  Christian  in  the  world. 
T"  Mark  10  :  37-26  The  riches  of  the  world. 
W.  Dtut.  7  :  1-11.  Alliances  with  the  world. 


Th.  Eccles.  2.  1—11.  The  vanity  of  the  world. 
F.  Psa.  14:1-17.  The  wickedness  of  the  world. 
S  John  17  :  6-14.  The  hatred  of  the  world. 

S-  John  17:15-26.  The  Christian  not  of  the  world 
Third  Week. 

M.  Titus  3  :  1-9.  The  Christian  citizen. 

Tn.  2  Chron.  17  :  1-13.  The  righteous  king. 
W.  Acts  18  :  1—11.  The  righteous  tent-maker. 
Th.  1  Nam.  17  :  12-28.  The  righteous  shepherd 
F  1  Kings  18  :  1-16.  The  righteous  steward. 
S.  Acts  10  :  1-8.  The  lighteons  centurion. 

S.  Daniel  1  :  8-21.  The  righteous  captive- 
Fourth  Week. 

M.  Rom.  5  :  1-10.  Peace  with  God. 

Tu-  1  Cor.  13  :  1-13.  Christian  love. 

W.  1  Cor.  15  :  50-58.  Victor}1-  over  death. 

Th.  Gal.  5  :  22-26 ;  6  :  1-9.  Fruit  of  the  Spirit 
F.  Col.  3.  16-25.  Practical  religion. 

S  1  Tim.  6  :  6-16  The  Christian  in  the  world. 
S.  Titus  3  :  1-9.  Citizenship  of  the  Christian. 


EDITOR’S 

THE  FOURTH  EV.  LUTH.  NATIONAL 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL  CONVENTION 
will,  by  most  cordial  invitation  of  the  Pas¬ 
tor,  Sunday-school  workers  and  members  of 
the  Lutheran  church  at  Lewistowu,  Mifflin 
county,  Pa.,  be  held  at  that  place  on  Tues' 
day  evening,  November  4th,  and  continueing 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  November  oth 
and  Oth,  1879. 

1.  Every  Sunday-school  in  the  Lutheran 
church  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  is 
requested  to  send  at  least  one  delegate. 

2.  The  citizens  of  Lewistown  will  pro¬ 
vide  free  entertainment  to  all  delegates  to 
the  convention  from  whom  timely  notice  is 
received.  Entertainment  particulars  here¬ 
after. 


NOTICES. 

3.  Reduced  rates  on  all  railroads,  it  is 
hoped,  will  be  secured  for  the  properly  ac¬ 
credited  delegates.  Railroad  arrangements 
will  be  announced  in  due  time  in  special  cir¬ 
cular. 

4.  The  music  will  be  entirely  under  the 
control  and  management  of  the  Choir  and 
Sunday-school  of  our  church  at  Lewistown. 

5.  The  “Sunday-School  Bazaar, ”  or  mu¬ 
seum  for  the  exhibition  of  Sunday-school 
Appliances,  Books,  Magazines,  Lesson  Helps 
&c.,  &c.,  will  be  in  charge  entirely  of  Henry 
S.  Bonar,  Superintendent  of  Lutheran  Pub¬ 
lication  House,  42  N.  9th,  St.,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  to  whom  all  applications  for  space  or 
privilege  must  be  made.  No  advertising  or 
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“  peddling,”  or  distribution  of  circulars  will 
be  allowed  in  the  Convention  proper. 

6.  The  programme  will  be  announced  so 
soon  as  prepared,  and  the  effort  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  will  be  to  have  it  “eminently  prac¬ 
tical.” 

7.  Secretaries  of  Synods,  meetiug  be¬ 
tween  this  and  the  Convention,  are  hereby 
constituted  a  committee' to  present  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  Fourth  Ev.  Lufch.  National  Sun¬ 
day-School  Convention  to  their  respective 
Synods,  and  solicit  an  interest  in  the  same. 

Saml.  B.  Barnitz,  ) 

.T.  B.  Baltzly,  D.  D.,  >  Committee. 

Charles  A.  Schieren,  y 
Walter  Gebhart, 

President  of  Third  Convention. 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  August  4,  1879. 


WATCH  YOUR  LABELS. 

We  have  purchased  one  of  Dick’s  cele¬ 
brated  Mailing  Machines,  by  means  of 
which  the  Teachers’  Journal  will  here¬ 
after  be  mailed  more  expeditiously  and  ac¬ 
curately  than  heretofore.  It  has  involved 
us  in  au  expense  of  about  $100  for  th  neces¬ 
sary  type  and  the  perpetual  use  of  the  ma¬ 
chine,  but  we  expect  to  be  amply  repaid 
lor  our  out-lay  in  the  saving  of  time  and 
accuracy  in  mailing.  The  whole  contriv¬ 
ance  is  a  piece  of  wonderful  ingenuity. 
The  names  of  the  subscribers  are  printed 
on  narrow  strips  of  colored  paper,  and  the 
machine  instantly  cuts  them  off  and  pastes 
them  on  the  Journals  in  one  operation. 

These  labels  also  show  tire  time  to  which 
each  subscriber  has  paid.  When  you  there¬ 
fore  send  your  subscription  for  the  Journal 
you  should  examine  the  label  on  the  next 
number  to  see  whether  the  necessary  change 
has  been  made  in  the  date  to  which  it  is 
paid.  For  instance  here  is  a  label  that 
reads  thus 

John  Jones  Dec78 

This  shows  that  John  Jones  has  paid  his 
subscription  to  December  1818,  or  up  to 
the  close  of  last  year.  But  seeing  this,  he 
sends  56  cents,  and  on  the  next  number  of 
the  Journal  the  label  will  read 

John  Jones  Dec79 

We  advise  all  our  readers,  who  get  their 
Journals  direct  through  the  mails,  to  ex¬ 
amine  their  labels,  and  if  they  find  them¬ 
selves  in  arrears,  to  try  the  experiment,  by 


sending  the  amount  due  and  one  year  in 
advance,  and  then  see  what  change  it  will 
make  in  their  labels.  This  will  hereafter 
be  all  tbe  receipt  they  will  need.  Such  an 
experiment  will  be  attended  with  much 
interest  and  satisfaction,  both  to  the  sub¬ 
scriber  and  the  publisher,  especially  to  tbe 
publisher.  We  hope  many  will  try  this  ex¬ 
periment  during  this  month.  Postage- 
stamps  will  be  received  where  small  cur¬ 
rency  notes  cannot  be  obtained. 

If  after  sending  the  amount,  you  do  not 
find  a  change  on  the  label  drop  us  a  postal 
card,  informing  us  of  the  fact. 


GERMAN  LESSON  LEAVES. 

With  the  first  of  July  we  began  to  pub¬ 
lish  German  International  Lesson 
Leaves.  They  are  similar  in  size,  expla¬ 
natory  notes  and  questions,  to  tbe  English 
International  Comments  that  we  are  now 
publishing,  and  are  soid  by  tbe  year  or 
monthly  at  the  same  price  ;  namely,  at  the 
rate  of  13  cents  a  year,  or  1  cent  a  month. 

There  are  a  great  many  German  Sunday- 
schools  in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
that  have  not  yet  introduced  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Lessons,  because  they  could  obtain 
no  helps  that  were  suited  to  their  wants. 
There  are  also  in  many  English  Sunday- 
schools,  German  classes,  who  would  be 
greatly  benefitted  if  they  could  get  suitable 
helps  for  Bible  study.  We  propose  to 
furnish  them  such  brief  and  practical 
explanations  as  we  think  will  meet  their 
wants. 

Those  who  desire  to  have  these  German 
Comments,  either  for  themselves  or  their 
friends,  will  please  send  in  fheir  orders 
without  further  delay.  Sample  copies  sent 
free.  German  lesson  leaf  for  September 
now  ready.  Address 

P.  ANSTADT,  York,  Pa. 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  COMMENTS 
This  is  the  name  of  the  Lesson  Leaf  to 
the  Teachers’  Journal. 

It  differs  from  all  other  Lesson  Leaves 
now  in  use  by  its  Explanatory  Notes.  The 
usual  Lesson  Leaf  has  nothing  but  the 
Scripture  Lesson  and  the  questions  ;  conse¬ 
quently  the  scholars  in  our  Sabbath-schools 
have  no  helps  in  studying  the  lesson  or  ans- 
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wering  the  questions,  while  the  teachers 
have  all  the  helps  in  the  form  of  commen¬ 
taries  and  expositions  of  the  lesson.  This 
is  not  fair,  and  ought  not  so  to  he. 

We  have  tried  to  remedy  this  defect  by 
publishing  a  larger  Lesson  Leaf— twice  the 
usual  size— which  contains  short  Explana¬ 
tory  Notes  on  every  verse  in  the  lesson. 
This  has  been  a  great  help  and  encourage¬ 
ment  to  the  children,  wherever  they  were 
introduced,  and  they  prefer  them  greatly  to 
the  ordinary  Lesson  Leaf. 

Wherever  the  Teachers’  Journal  is  used 
in  a  school,  the  International  Comments 
should  also  be  used,  as  they  correspond  ex 
actly  with  each  other  in  questions  and 
explanatory  notes. 

In  some  places  where  another  Lesson 
Leaf  is  used  in  the  school,  teachers  have 
supplied  their  own  classes  with  the  Inter¬ 
national  Comments.  They  cost  at  the 
rate  of  $12.00  per  hundred  by  the  year. 
F or  a  smaller  number,  or  a  shorter  time, 
in  the  same  proportion. 

Sample  copies  will  be  sent  to  any  persons 
who  desire  to  examine  them. 

THE  THEOLOGICAL  MONTHLY. 

This  is  the  title  of  a  new  religious  maga¬ 
zine  which  makes  its  appearance  by  the  first 
of  September  from  the  office  of  The  Teach¬ 
ers’  Journal.  Itis  intended  to  occupy  the 
space  between  tire  ponderous  Theological 
Quarterly  Review  and  the  more  ephemeral 
Weekly  newspaper,  and  is  designed  for  the 
benefit  of  ministers  of  the  Gospel  and  intel 
ligent  Christian  laymen.  It  will  contain  ar¬ 
ticles  on  the  following  general  topics  :  1. 
One  or  two  Theological  discussions,  on  doc¬ 
trine,  duty,  or  experience  ;  2.  Outlines  of 
sermons,  exegesis  of  Scripture  passages,  and 
Bible  Headings ;  3.  Mission  work  in  the 
home  and  foreign  field  ;  4.  Conversations  in 
the  Sanctum  between  Peter,  James  and 
John  ;  f>.  Children’s  department,  under  the 
heading  “  Sayings  and  Doings  of  the  Little 
Folks”  ;  6.  One  page  of  Wit  and  Humor  ; 
7.  House-keepers’  Department,  for  the  spe¬ 
cial  benefit  of  the  ladies. 

It  is  a  pamphlet  of  32  pages,  published 
monthly  at  $1.00  a  year. 

Ministers  of  the  gospel,  theological  stu¬ 
dents,  Sunday-school  superintendants  and 
teachers  are  authorized  to  act  as  agents. 

Address  P.  Anstadt, 

York,  Pa. 


Manual  for  Teachers.  No.  2,  The  Cul¬ 
tivation  of  the  Memory.  No.  3,  On  the 
Use  of  Words.  Eldridge  &  Bro  ,  Phila¬ 
delphia.  Price  50  eents. 

These  are  two  neat  little  volumes,  the 
character  and  design  of  which  are  sufficient¬ 
ly  indicated  by  their  titles.  They  are  a  re¬ 
print  of  a  series  of  educational  works  that 
appeared  in  England,  the  series  to  he  com¬ 
pleted  in  five  volumes.  Last  month  we 
noted  the  first  volume  of  the  series. 

The  following  brief  tables  of  contents  will 
give  the  readers  an  idea  of  their  character  : 
What  memory  is ; 

Attention  ; 

Association  ; 

Memory  in  connection  with  special  sub¬ 
jects  of  instructions ; 

Cultivation  of  the  memory  in  youth. 

What  words  are  ; 

How  we  arrive  at  the  full  meaning  of 
words  : 

How  we  combine  our  words  ; 

How  to  teach  children  to  use  their  words  ; 
Some  hints  on  English  words  ; 

The  study  of  words. 

Two  more  volumes  will  complete  the  set. 
They  will  be :  On  Discipline.  Ou  Class 
Teaching. 

Those  who  make  teaching  their  profession 
or  their  pleasure,  will  certainly  he  interested 
and  henefitted  by  the  study  of  these  vol¬ 
umes. 

Six  Months  at  Mrs.  Priors.  By  Emily* 
Adams.  Boston.  D.  Lothrop  &  Co.  250 
pages.  $1.25. 

A  neat  volume  gotten  up  in  Lothrop’s 
best  style.  It  contains  an  interesting  and 
instructive  story,  and  is  designed  for  the 
Sunday-school  Library. 

SERMON  ON  DANCING. 

Text.  “A  Time  to  Dance.”  Eccl.  iii.  4. 
Second  Edition.  Published  in  the  office  of 
The  Teachers’  Journal,  York.  Pa.  Six¬ 
teen  closely  printed  pages.  Sent  by  mail  for 
10  cents. 

Balls,  or  dances  are  frequently  an  annoyance  to 
Christian  parents  and  ministers.  A  French  dancing 
master  comes  to  town  and  opens  a  dancing-school. 
Some  of  the  “First  Families”  in  town,  occasionally 
also  ehnrch  members,  send  their  daughters  to  ac¬ 
quire  this  “graceful  accomplishment,”  to  “learn 
good  manners,”  and  get  into  “genteel  society.”  At 
the  end  ot the  quarter’s  teaching  there  is  a  grand 
ball  to  wind  up  with.  Many  church  members  would 
like  to  know  “what  harm  there  can  bo  in  this  inno¬ 
cent  amusement,”  and  “why  Christian  people  can 
not  be  allowed  to  attend  a  respectable  ball  ?  ” 

This  sermon,  we  think,  will  answer  this  question 
satisfactorily  io  every  one  that  honestly  desires  to 
know  what  God’s  word  teaches  on  this  subject. 

The  author  very  correctly  remarks,  “  It  is  not  the 
simple  act  of  dancing  that  is  sinful;  persons  "may 
dance  without  committing  sin  thereby ;  but  it  is  the 
manner  of  dancing,  the  kind  of  music  danced  alter, 
the  spirit  in  which  you  dance,  and  the  object  you 
have  in  view.” 
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Was  Judas  Present  at  the  Institution 

of  the  Lord’s  Supper? 

This  is  the  title  of  au  Essay  read  by  the 
editor  of  The  Teachers’  Journal,  before 
the  Pastors’  Association  of  York,  and  subse¬ 
quently  also  before  the  York  and  Adams 
County  Conference.  A  general  interest  was 
manifested  by  those  who  heard  the  essay, 
and  a  number  of  the  ministerial  brethren 
declared  that  their  views  had  been  entirely 
changed  on  this  subject  by  the  arguments 
advanced 

It  gives  the  views  of  the  most  distin¬ 
guished  theologians  from  the  earliest  ages 
of  the  Christian  Church  down  to  the  present 
time,  and  also  the  argument  from  the  Scrip¬ 
tures.  It  is  now  printed  in  pamphlet  form 
and  will  be  read  with  interest  by  ministers 
of  the  Gospel  and  intelligent  laymen  of  all 
denom  ination  s. 

Sent  by  mail  for  10  cents  a  copy.  Address 
P.  Anstadt,  York,  Pa. 


Ye  ns  ie  Walton.  By  Mrs.  S.  Ii.  Graham 
Clarke.  Boston.  1).  Lothrop  &  Co.  801 
pages.  Price,  $1.50. 

A  deep  tone  of  piety  pervades  this  vol¬ 
ume.  This  may  be  inferred  by  the  author  s 
dedication:  “  this  book  is  affectionately 
inscribed  by  one  who  under  God,  owes  all 
she  is,  to  that  tireless  mother-energy,  super¬ 
human  love,  and  self-sacrificing  devotion 
which  through  great  tribulation  guided 
seven  pairs  of  restless  feet,  and  shielded 
seven  defenceless  heads.” 

Hon.  Daniel  F.  Beatty  — Daniel  F. 
Beatty,  the  newly-  lec  d  Mi\or  of  Wa  h- 
ington,  New  Jersey,  tiie  famous  piano  and 
organ  manufacturer,  conies  oat  this,  year 
with  his  annual  Mid-Summer  Holiday  Offer. 
It  is  by  far  the  best  offer  of  its  kind  yet 
made  by  this  successful  busin  ‘ss  man. 
Those  of  our  rea  lers  who  really  wish  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  first  class  piano  or  organ  should  not 
fail  to  read  Ids  advertisement  in  another 
column,  and  avail  themselves  of  his  magni¬ 
ficent  offer  at  once. 
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BEATTY’S  MIDSUMMER  HOLIDAY  OFFER, 


of  my  City,  ami  in+rustcd  with  its  EOIVBS  amounting  to 
thousands  ©t'cloHin'*,  should  he  sulilcient  proof  of  my  re- 
si>onsii3»;ni  y.  Illustrated  Newspaper  giving  information  about 

_  cost  of  Pianos  and  Organs,  containing  testimonials  of  thousands 

▼ho  are  using  my  instruments,  some  of  whom  may  be  in  your  own  neighborhood  and  you  may  know  sent  tree. 

Send  for  Special  Mid-Summer  Circular  now  ready.  This  offer  only  good  during  the  hot  Summer  Months. 

mJaT  Please  Show  This  Magnificent  Offer  to  Tour  Neighbors .  ““©SL 

Address  alt  orders  to  DANIEL  F.  BEATTY,  Washington,  New  Je* 


$125,  $135,  $14  5  and  upwards.  ^BEWARE  OF  IMITATIONS! 
USZy-II aving  recently  been^ 

ELECTED  MAYOR 


A  $370  13-Slop  Parlor  Organ  for  only  $96.23 

omhY 


$96 


Great  redaction  from  former  Prices  for  the  Summer 
months  1879.  In  order  to  introduce  a  New  Style  Cabi- 
net  Organ,  Iwillsellthe  following  elaborate  highly  finished  New 
Style  Cabinet  or  Parlor  Organ  during  the  Mid-Summer  Holiday 
Months,  for  only  CptCTfc  ,ny  very  lowest  former 

price  for  this«*jD« /  v  j  -s — /beautiful  Instrument 

las  been  during  the  past  winter  $12 5.00,  but  in  order  to  have  it 
more  widely  known,  I  offeritat  the  above  remarkably  low  price.. 
Order  at  once  2  My  chief  object  in  making  this  immense  reduction 
this  Summer,  being  to  push  my  sales  up  to  a  point  beyond  all 
former  comparison. 

Description  ofthisbeautiful  Instrument  as  follows  3 

BEATTY  SBSAtt  4  7UiI  net  Orsam. 

Style  1686.  Height,  73  in. ;  Depth,  24 in. ;  Length,  50in. 

Three  C  )  Sets  Pools.  Tli.rteen  ( 1 3)  Stops.  Fiye  (5) Octavos.  French 
Veneered  Paneled  Cases  highly  finished,  and  a  beautiful,  neat  de¬ 
sign.  Beatty’s  Improved  Knee  Swell,  and  Beatty’s  new  Excelsior 
Grand  Organ  Knee  Swell.  The  mechanism,  design,  and  music  in 
this  Organ  renders  it  the  most  desirable  ever  before  manufactur¬ 
ed  for  the  parlor  or  drawing-room.  Retail  price  ashed  for  un 
Instrument  By  the  Monopolists’  Agents,  about  $370.00. 

y  Price  during  the  Mid-  tfjnc  or 
summer  Months,  only 

Irlease  order  the  Instrument  at  once,  and  pay 

for  it  only  after  you  have  fully  tested  it  at  your  own  home.  If  it 
is  not  as  represented,  return  at  my  expense,  1  paying  freight  both 
ways.  Remember,  this  offer  is  at  the  very  lowest  figure,  and  I 
positively  will  not  deviate  from  this  price.  Warranted  for  0  years. 

CST  Every  Organ  sold,  sells  others.  .jO  The  most  successful 
House  in  America.  More  unsolicited  testimonials  than  any  manu¬ 
facturer.  1  have  extended  my  sales  now  over  the  entire  world. 
The  sunshines  no  where  Lot  it  lights  my  Inst  rmiients.  Since  my  re¬ 
cent  return  from  an  extended  tour  through  the  Continent  of  Eu- 
rop  •,  I  am  more  determined  than  ever  that  no  city,  town  or  village 
throughout  the  entire  civilized  world  shall  be  unrepresented  by 
my  celebrated  instruments. 


BUCKEYE  BELL  FOUNDRY. 

Established  in  1837. 

Superior  Bells  of  Copper  and  Tin,  mounted 
with  the  best  Rotary  Hangings,  for  Churches, 
Schools .  Farms.  Factories,  Court-houses,  Fire 
Alarms.  Tower  Clocks  etc.  Fully  Warranted. 

illustrated  Catalogue  sent  Free. 
Vavou/fn  r  t-rt.  102  K.  2d  St.-.  Cincinnati. 


IRON  AND  ALUM  MASS. 

A  never- failing  Remedy  for 

Si  k,  or  Nervous  Headache, 
will  guaran'ee  Biitisfabtory  results  in  every  instance 
or  refunds  the  amount  paid.  We  do  not  include  all 
kinds  of  Headaches  in  this  offer.  Only  Sick  or 
IS F.  avoirs  Hkaimchks. 

This  wonderful  Ri  medt  is  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  the  unadulterated  natural  properties  of  “Min¬ 
eral  Water,”  obtained  from  the  celebrated  Seven 
Spring  j,  in  Washington  County,  Va.  It  is  neither 
a  patent  nor  proprietory  medicine. 

tt  is  perfectly  harm  kiss,  and  always  ready  for  use. 
It  way  be  proper  to  state,  that  although  Headache 
i-s  made  prominent  in  this  notice,  it  is  the  least  com¬ 
plaint  lor  which  the  “  Iron  and  Alum  Mass"  is  effi¬ 
cient,  which  w  ill  he  explained  when  it  is  tried. 

Price  %  1.00  (ter  package.  or  6  for  $6.03. 

Sent  by  mail,  postpaid.  Full  directions  with  each 
package.  Pamphlet  mailed  to  any  person  free. 

Address 

Landrum  &  Litchfield, 

Abtngton,  Va. 

Always  mention  “Seven  Springs,  Mass,”  when 
you  order  froia.  the  Druggist. 

HV  have  hail  dealings  with  Landrum  fy  Litchfield  for 
several  years,  and  have  always  found  them  gentlemanly 
and  reliable.  P.  Anstadt;  Ed.  Teachers'  Journal . 


REWARD  CARDS  for  SUNDAY  AND  DAY 
SCHOOLS.  Prices  to  suit  the  times.  Overl'lOO-kinds 
and  designs,  comprising  Motto  Cards,  Reward  Cards, 
Scripture  Text  Car  Is,  Sentiment  Cards,  Bible  Verse 
Cards,  (food  Dtviee  Cards,  and  Hymnal  Cards, 
Teachers’ price-list  EDUCATION AL CARDS  SENT 
FREE  to -any  address.  J.  H.  BUFFORD’S  SONS, 
Maunfacturing  Publishers  of  Novelties  in  Fine  Arts, 
141  to  147  Franklin  St.,  Bosson,  Mass. 

ABBOTT’S  LARGE  TYPE  (Illustrated) 

NEW  TESTAMENT, 

with  notes,  it  is  a  splendid  work  for  agents.  Noth¬ 
ing  like  it.  All  want  it.  Price  $2.  Address  H.  S. 
Goodspeed  &  Co.,  New  York  or  Cincinnatti. 
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THE  TEACHERS’  JOURNAL. 

A  Sunday-school  monthly  best  adapted  to  all 
classes  of  teachers  for  the  study  of  the  International 
Lessons. ***.lt  is  the  only  Journal  that  publishes  a 
Paraphrase  of  the  Text.»*»It  is  the  only  Journal 
which  gives  an  exhaustive  and  logical  analysis  of  the 
lesson,  translated  from  Starke’s  Synopsis.**. It'  is 
the  only  .1  o«rnal  tha  t  publishes  homiletical  skeletons 
outlie  lessons.**, It  contains  larger  and  more-ap¬ 
propriate  Black-board  Illustrations  than  anv  other 
Sunday-school  Journal.*** Lis  Explanatory  Notes 
are  compiled  from  the  h  ist  expositors.  Ancient  and 
Modern.  German  and  English. ***lts  questions  are 
simple  and  adapted  to  the  capacity  of  the  average 
scholars. ***It  is  published  monthly,  32  pages,  at  56 
cts.  a  year.  Sample  copies  sent  free. 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  COMMENTS. 

This  is  the  Lesson  Leal  of  the  Teachers’  Journal: 
twice  the  size  of  the  ordinary  lesson  leaf;  contains 
copious  Explanatory  Notes  for  the  use  of  the  scho¬ 
lars,  and  costs  but  12  cts.  a  year.  Samples  sent  free. 

THIE]  MASON  cfc  HAMLINO^GANOO. 

Cabinet  or  Parlor  Organs  in  the  world  ;  winners  of 
m  m  j  s  ??P35i)iOiin  for  TfeMIears ,  Only  American  Organs  awarded  such  at 

‘2  ft N*  iTrn?  irl,  ° XE  T0  TWej*tt-one  Stops;  prices,  $54,  $66,  $78,  $60,  $69, 

$d)o,  *108,  $114,  $a-0,  *12o,  $1-30,  $145,  $140,  $144,  $160.  and  upward.  Sold  aiso  for  easy  payments.  Peices  are 
T  orMu??  than  those  of  very  inferior  organs.  .  Before  purchasing  be  sure  to- send  for  Zafesf  CAT A- 

with  newest  styles  and  lowest  net  prices.  Sent  free.  154  Tremont  St.,  BOSTON  ;  46  East  14th 
St.,  (Union  Square),  NEW  RORK  ;  250  Wabash  Avenue,  CHICAGO. 


The  Lutheran  Evangelist1 

Is  Published  Weekly  by  theW 

EVANGELICAL  PRINTING  CO. 

Terms: — Otic  Dollar  and  Sixty-five  Cents  per 
year,  including  postage.  One  Dollar  for  6  months, 

To  Ministers,  and  widows  of  Ministers  and  Theo¬ 
logical  Students  One  Dollar  and  Forty  Cents,  per 
annum.  A  liberal  discount  to  authorised  agents. 

The  Lutheran  Evangelist 

is  designed  to  meet  a  want  long  felt  in  the  Church 
for  a  cheap  Religious  Family  Paper. 

The  main  object  in  its  publication  is  to  assist  the 
Christian  worker  with  suggestions  in  regard  to 
Christian  work,  and  to  urge  and  encourage  all  to 
work  for  the  Blaster. 

Also,  Sunshine  &  Shadow,-"  |y  es“ndly- 

Sc-hool  paper;  $14.00  per  hundred  per  year. 

Anyone  desiring  sample  copies  of  either  paper, 
will  please  address  EVANGELICAL  PUBLISH¬ 
ING  COMPANY,  Bellefontaine,  Logan  County, 
Ohio.  Samples  free. 

Any  person  sending  names  of  subscribers  or 
money,  should  address  Rev.  W.  H.  Singlet,  Belle- 
Ion  taine,  Ohio. 

Send  Bank  Drafts  or  Post  .Office  orders.  When 
this  is  not  convenient,  send  money  in  Registered 
Letters.  We  cannot  be  responsible  for  money  sent 
through  the  mail  when  the  letters  are  not  registered. 


DISEASES, 

Like  rivers.  Spring  from  small 
causes.  The  roaring  river  may 
not  be  easily  diverted  from  its 
course,  nor  the  neglected  dis¬ 
ease  from  its  destructive  work. 
Taken  in  time,  disease,  which  is 
merely  an  interrupted  function, 
may  be  averted  by  the  use  of  Nature’s  remedy, 
Tarrant’s  Seltzer  Aperient.  It  combines 
medicinal  properties  of  the  best 
mineral  waters  in  the  world. 

All  druggists 
sell 
it 
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Pages  of  the  choicest 
Music  for  Sunday 
Schools,  Prayer 
and  Praise  M 
ings,  and  a 
electio 
MetreTunes 
for  Church 
Choirs. 


iin- 1 


f  the 


on 


Clergy¬ 
men,  Su 
PERINTEN 
DENTS  & 

day  School 
Workers  will 
this  to  be  decided 
the  best  M  17  S 
BOOK  ever  published. 

Contains  17  6  pages  o 
choicest  music, including  an 
elementary  department 
“Theory  of  Music”  by  J. 
Kurzenknabe,  besides  contribu¬ 
tions  from  oyereo  of  the  bestHymn 
and  Music  writers  in  the  land.  Sin 
gle  copy  35c — $3.60  per  dozen— $30.  Tier 
300.  CRIDER  A  BROTH  ER, 
Publishers,  YORK,  PA. 


Get  the 
best. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

REWARD  CARDS 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

CERTIFICATES 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

Sup 

A.  Specialty.  Send  for  prices 

ADDRESS 


Publishers  of  Photo.  Marriage  Certificates,  etc. 


